sy

given by May; when we learn that you,
Mr. Speaker, disagree with May and with
the Constitntion Aet, I am obliged, out of
sheer respeect for Parliamentary institu-
tions, to vote against your ruling, Much
as my courtesy and respect for you and
your position would induce me to vote in
support of your ruling, I should be iack-
ing in conrage and wanting in my duty if
I voted for your ruling in a case of this
Kind; because we are getting so loose
and pusitively disgraceful in the way we
manage publi¢c business in this House, we
dizpense with the Standing Orders just
aceording to the mood of the moment, we
-are drifiing no onte knows where, and com-
mitting the suieide of this institution of
whiech we are membhers. If this kind of
thing goes on there will be an excuse for
.aholishing loeal legislation aliogether, be-
-canse we are not respecting our privileges
or acting up to our highest sense of duty,
and we are carelessly doing the duty of
the country. 1t is to prevent that I form-
ally and now dissent from the Chair,
purely with the view of getting some kind
of systematic work and the rovernment of
tliis body by orderly rule and law, and ou
that account alone and for that purpoese,
and with no intent to wound you, Sir, T
have moved my motion to-mght and intend
to have a division wpon it

Mr. Speaker: With regard to the mo-
tion now before the House, which is one
of dissent against my ruling, T ruled that
the financial clauses of the Bill were not
before the House and that if they were
the matter did not come within the scope
of Section 67 of the Constitution Aet. I
-desive only to say that if T had felt for
-one moment that T was in any douht, or
that I was wrong, T shonld not have given
the decigion I did, but I felt sure accord-
ing to my interpretation of the elauses
that there was no appropriaiion, hence
I zave my ruling.

Motion (dissent from ruling) put and a

-division taken with the following
result :—
Ayes .. .. .. 18
Nuoe= .. .. o024
Majority. against .. G
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AYES.
Mr. Angwin Alr, Seaddan
Mr. Baib Mr. Swan
Mr. Bolion Mr. Taylor .
Mr. Gourley b Mr. Underwood
Mr. Heltmanp Mr. Walker
Mr. Holman Mr. Ware
Mr. Johnson Mr. A. A. Wlilson
Mr. McDowall Mr. Troy
Mr. O’Loghlen (Teiler).
Mr. W. Price
NoEs
Mr. Brown Mr. Jacoby
Mr. Bulcher Mr. Keenan
Mr. Cowcher Mr. Male
Mr. Daglish Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Davles Mr. Monger
Mr. Draper Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr. George Mr. 5. F. Moore
Mr. Foulkes Mr. Osbora
Mr. Gorddp Mr. ). Price
Mr. Gregory Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Layman
Mr. Hayward (Teller).
Mr. Horan
Motion thus negatived.
On motion by Mr. Bath debaie on

second reading of Bill adjourned.

House adjourned ol 10.45 p.m.

Legislative Hssembly,
Wednesday, 13th October, 1909,
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER took the

Chair at 430 p.m,, and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By tbe Minister for Lands: 1, Papers
relaling to the forfeiture of Homestead
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Farn owned by J. Prarer Graham. (Re-
turn ordered on motion by Mr., Johnson).
2, Keport of the Caves Board for 1908-
1909.

By the Premier: Report of the Zoo-
logical Gardens and Acelimatisation Com-
nmittee, 1908-1909,

QUESTION—MINES LOAXN TO R.
BERTEAUX.

Mr. COLLIER {without notice) asked
the Minister for Mines: When will fhe
papers relafing tn the President Loubet
lease he laid on the Table of the House.
and has an inquiry yet been held?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
It the hon. member desires, the papers can
be presented to-morrow, but T am holding
them back for the purpose of adding the
report of the investigation by the Staie
Mining Epgineer.

QUESTION—ESTATE REPUR-
CHASE, NARRA TARRA.

Mr. TNDERWOQOD) asked the Minister
for Lands: 1. Have the Government pur-
chased the Narra Tarra estate? 2, If so,
what amount was paid for it 3, Who
recommended the purchase? 4, What is
the acreage of the estate? 5, What acre-
age of this estaie originally passed from
the Crown, and what amount was paid per
acre to date— (a) as poison lease? (b)
third-class land? (¢.) second-class land?
(d) first-class land? 6, What improve-
ments have heen made on the estate? 7,
When were the improvements passed and
by whom? S, Was the whole of the estate
beld in the name of 8. L. Burges, if not,
who were the other holders?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, Yes. 2, £26,133 16s. 3, The Agricnl-
taral Land Purchase Board. 4, 23,758
aeres, o, The whole area. The amounts
paid per acre average—{a.) 11d. (b.)
3s. 9d. {c.) 6s. 3d. (d.) 9s. 11d. 6, A
homestead, which comprises substantial
dwelling house, out buildings, stables,
shearing and machinery sheds and draft-
ing yards. 1,000 acres are cleared and
under cultivation; 3,000 aeres ringbarked ;
150 miles fencing; and eight pood wells
and windmills, 7, By different inspectors
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at different dates. 8, No, E. Wangh, F.
B. Wittenoom, R. E. Bush, F. Moustaka, .
and Dalgety & Co.

QUESTION—TRAMLINE PROJECT,.
LENNONVILLE TO BOOGARDIE.
Mr. TROY asked the Minister for

Mines: What was the cost of the survey

of the proposed tramline from Lennon-

ville to Boogardie?
Bhe MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
£94.

QUESTION—MALL CONTRACT.
Albany as a port of call.

AMr. W. PRICE asked the Premier: In-
view of the inconvenience likely to be-
caused residents of this State, owing to-.
the late arrival of mails from the Eastern
States. under the proposed new mail con-
tract beiween the Commonwealth Govern-
ment and the Orient Steamship Coy., will
the Covernment consider the advisability
of recommending that Albany be made a
port of call for the receiving and despateh
of mails under the proposed contract?

The PREMIER rveplied: The sugges-
tion that Albany should be substituted for
Fremantle has been made, but it has not
heen shown that the inconvenience ve-
ferved to would be obviated.

BILL—PERMANENT RESERVES RE-
DEDICATION (No. 2).
Tntroduced by the Premier and read a.
first time.

MOTION —SWEATING COMMITTEE,.
TO ADOPT RECOMMENDATIONS.
Mr. TROY (Mount Magnet) moved—
That in the opinion of this House
the recommenduations contained in the
reporl of the select committee on the
alleged eristence of sweating in VWest-
ern Australian industries. as presenied
on the 4th December, 1906, are deserv-
ing of the earnest consideration of the
Government.
He said: This was the second occasion
on which he had been ecalled upon to ask
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that the recommendations of the select
cominittee on Ihe alleged exislence of
sweating in Western Australian indus-
tries should be adopted by the House,
and it was with regret that he had to
complain regarding the negleet of the
Government in not daing something con-
cerning those recommendations.  More
than 12 months had elapsed, nearly two
vears in faet, since the first resolution
was moved in the TIouse. and although
the Governmenl were adequately repre-
sented on that select rommittee—they had
three of their members on if, and those
memnbers were all in agreement regarding
the recommendations—nothing had been
done. As a matter of fact the Govern-
ment had been most negleetful eoncerning
the subject. and the position at the pre-
sent time with regard Lo the inspection
of factories was infinitely worse than it
had been at any time since the Factories
Act had hecome law in the State. The
report embodying the recommendations
-of the select committee was presented to
the House on the 4th December, 1906,
and the first motion asking for the adop-
tion of the recommendations was moved
by himself on the 16h Oectober. 1807.
The debate was adjourned on the motion
of the Minisler for Mines, who desired,
possibly, o make some inguivies rvegard-
ing the manner in which tributes were
heing conducted, and as to the allegation
regarding the amount of sweating in
eonneetion  with these tributes, The
representatives on the seleet committee
were  AMr, kEddy. Mr. Vervard, and
Mr, Male from the Ministerial side
of the Iouse, and Mr. Johnson and him-
-self from the Opposition side of the
House. The whele matter was gone into
very fully; in faet as fully as the eom-
mittee ware capable of doing, and the
commitfee, who signed the recommenda-
tiuns, were in general agreement regard-
ing the fact that there was a considerable
amount of sweating existing in the State,
and they urged upon the Government
that certain steps should be taken in or-
-der to do away with the evil. The com-
mittee found that swealing existed to a
valent in the State, bnt that it was grow-
ing, and unless steps were taken to pre-
vent that grawih many unfortunate peo-
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ple would hbe subjected to conditions
which no oite in a eivilised community
should he ealled upon to bear. 'The com-
mittee fonnd that sweating existed tn a
greater degree in the clofhing trade than
in any other industry, and it was pointed
out fthat in sorme of the larcest ware-
houses and the retail shops in the City,
a great majority of the workers em-
ploved were submitted fo sweating condi-
tions. He, himself, had pointed out that
the evil was cneouraged by reputable
firms, sueh as Messrs, Foxy & Gibson. at
whiely establishment the condifions were
surh that the committee eould only char-
acterise them as sweating. Tradeswomen
were heing employed there and were
earning not move than 10s. a week. and
in many cases much less. This was nof
the case of a few; it was the position in
which n large majority of the workers
employed hy that particular firm found
themselves. Did the Government want
further proof regarding the existence of
sweating of women who had learnt their
trade. and who were not able to earn a
higher rate of wages than 10s. a week?
Did any Minister or any hon. member
consider the conditions under whiech wo-
men were compelled to work for 10s.

a week were such as should con-
tinue  to  exist? Sach  conditions
siould not obtain  in  a  civilised

community, and, therefore, the present
Parliament should take steps whiech would
prevent these conditions from obtaining
further. The select committee had laid
down certain recommendations, and if
these were adopted the evil couditions
existing would be abolished for a time.
There was no need to quote the remarks
he made when he lasl addressed the
House on the subjeet; butb if hon. mem-
bers would look up the debate on that
oceasion they would [ind that he gave
numerous instances where numbers of
workers in the State were being sweated.
Particularly in the clothing trade it was
pointed out that a great majority of the
workers were in receipt of swealing wages.
He would not vefer further to that faet,
because it was embodied in the evidence
and in the remarks he had made on a pre-
vious ogcasion, So far as sweating was
coneerned, unfortunately the majority of
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the workers who were being sweated were
female workers, those who did not or had
not at that time come under the jurisdie-
tion of the Factories Aei. They num-
bered uearly 7,000, and they represented
a large body who, for want of organi-
safion, were unable to avail themselves of
the provisions of the Arbiiration .\ef.
Nor had this state of affairs since been
rectified, for the same conditions obtained
to-day. The Faetories Act provided that
no  building should be deemed 2a
faclory unless it aceommodated at least
six employees, Sinee there were many
small tailoring shops and  places where
clothing was made up, it was a very easy
matler for unscrupulous employers to
cary on sweating methods in these places.
For the protection of the women and girls
employed in such places, the committee
had recommended the provision of a
wages hoard similar to those oblaining
in Vietoria. Nor was the committee
alone in this, for many of the witnesses,
including several reputable employers,
had expressed the opinion that a wages
board wonld suffice to provide decent
working conditions for the persons em-
ployed in the various industries. In Vie-
forin the system had done a good deal
in the way of securing betier conditions
for the workers.  The committee had
also found that a svstem known as ““out-
working” was responsible for a great
deal ot sweating. The out-worker was
generally a woman compelled to lake work
from the shops and factories to her home
in order to make a livelihood. Some-
times she happened to be a married woman
who took the work with the view of mak-
ing a little extra money for berself. As
a result, the pinch of eompetition was
rendered keener, and the rate of wage
was cut down. The committee had dis-
covered sad cases of women whose hus-
bands were ill, and of other women wheo
had been deprived of their husbands by
death. These women were compeiled to
take work at a rate whieh did not permit
of earning a deeent livelihood. One
woman, whose husband was a confirmed
consumptive, had been in the practice of
taking work to her home, wheve she sat
in the room in which her husband lav.
In this instance, of course, the work was
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being cavried out under wost tusunitury
condditions, and was bighly dangerous to
the people who had snbsequently to bandle
it.  The commitiee had asked that lhis
out-working syvstem should be abolished
or. at least, regulated by the inspector
of factories. Another system found to be
largely in vogue was the table =ystem;
this had obtained throughout the tailor-
ine trade. Under it a number of girls
were employed whoe had just left school;
these were put in the eharge of one com-
petent worker who sat at the head of the
table, while the girlt saf round the table,
The duty of  lhese egitls was  to
make varinus portions of one garment.
None of them was learning a trade; all
she was doing was beeoming a specialist
in one particnlar piece of work. These
airlg, it had been found, were heing paid
a paliry wage of from 2s. 6d. to 5s. a
week.  They rarvely got an inerease. If
they asked for an increase they had no
chauce, for they knew nothing about the
trade. As a result. a large number of
these workers had heen found to bhe drift-
ing about from one establishment to an-
other. never earning a decent livelihood
and never learning a trade. The commit-
tee had found that property qualified
tradesnten were heing snhjecied (o sweat-
ing conditions hecause of the unfair eom-
petition engendered by this table system.
Naot only was it injurivus to the persons
emploved under it by reason of the small
wages paid. and hecanse no trade was
being learned, but it was also injurioms
to the qualified tradesman who had to
enter into eompetition with that pacticu-
lar system. Furthermore, the people who
bought the garments were deeeived, he-
cause they were payving for a good article
whereas an article made under such con-
ditions was anything but good. The com-
mittee had asked that this table system
should be abolished. In this respect the
committee’s findings had been upheld by
the president of the Arhitration Court,
Mr. Justice Burnside. who, in miving an
award in the latest tailorinz dispute, had
said that the table system must gn. Ta
furtheranee of this His Honour had pro-
vided for a system of indentured appren-
ficeships.  Owing, however, tn Messrs.
Freize & Company’s action azainst that
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ruling the award had heen upset by the
Fall Court, which held that the Arbitra-
tion Court had exceeded its jurisdiction
in making regulations regarding appren-
ticeships. Again, in this eonnection, the
commiitee had found the need for ap-
prenticeship and had concluded that the
time was coming when there would be no
competent tradesmen in the State, be-
canse owing to this table system, and to
the methods adopted by employers to
wet their work done cheaply no oppor-
tunities were being afforded for learning
a (rade. No apprentices were being
brought on. and the result was that very
soon there would be a dearth of com-
petent workmen in the various indus-
fries. Tn the interests of all eoncerned,
it was necessary to arrange for a system
of apprenticeships. He desired to say
fthat the Registrar of Friendly Societies
had made some very pertinent remarks
in his last report as to the lack of ap-
prentices. The registrar had devoted four
or five pages of his report to this subjeet,
and had urged on Parliament the neces-
sity of doing something towards seenring
appreniiceships if we were to have com-
petent workmen in the State in the futore.
The registrar had said—

“In my report for 1907 T referred to
the new provisions inserted in recent
awards by the Court of Arbitration hav-
ing for their object the regulation and
encouragement of apprenticeship in the
eoachbnilding, tailoring, and bookbind-
ng indusiries. The leading prineiples
embodied in these awards were:—The
limitation of the number of apprentices
in proportion to the number of journey-
men, and the providing for periodical
tests or examinations, to ensure that
apprentices are being properly taught
their ‘trade.”

The registrar had gone on to point out
that ihe president of the Arbitration
Court, in delivering the first award of the
patore had said—

“It will be observed that we have
made a departure by providing for ap-
preniices. I think that if we are to have
a succession of good skilled tradesmen
in this business, or in any trade, it is
neeee-ary that the boys chounld be ap-
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prenticed and properly learn their

trade.” -

Unfortunately, owing to the courl’s award
having been upset by the Full Conrt, that
provision would now be inoperative so
far as awards were concerned in these
various industries. Mr. Justiee MclMillan,
during the time the appeal was being
heard, had said—

“It may be that the award is a very
falr and reasonable one, and if the Ar-
bitration Court had any power to say
whai onght {0 be done, it may be in the
interests of the tailoring trade and in
the interests of the public at large.
There is a good deal in it with which T
sympathise, but it seems to me that
these matters upon which the Court is
dealing were not matters within their
jurisdietion at all. They were matters
whieh, if they are to be dealt with, must
be dealt with by the Legislature, and
not by a tribunal which sits simply as
a eoart to deal with matters which are
properly brought hefore it.”

The Minister for Mines: What was that
appeal about?

Mr. TROY: It was an appea! by Mr,
Freize, a masler tailor, against the award
of the Arhitration Court in regard to the
system of indentured apprenticeships. Mr.
Freize had appealed. with the result that
the appeal was upheld, and the judges
had poiuted out that the Legislature had
a duty to attend to in providing something
of the kind. The Registrar had gone on io
reporl what had heen done in New Zea-
land under the arbitration laws and what
had been done in other enuntries, par-
ticularly in America. He had pointed ont
that in America the chief of the bureau
of Statisties of Labour in Massachusefts
had published in 1906 a report on the ap-
prentieeship system in Ameviea in which
the following statements had appeared:—

“Up to the present day the need of
apprentices has not been felt to any
apparent extent, but now on all sides
is heard the statement that skilled lab-
our is diffieult to obtfain, and the intro-
ductién of laws and resolutions in
State Legislatures looking toward a
technieal or trade education for the
young persons who are growing up in
our midst indicates a desire to return to
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old conditions, varied according to the

differences in irade life as it is to-day.”
Couunenring on fhat the registrar hLad
said—

“Tt would certainly appear that the
public has been a long time in discover-
ing that the only good workman is the
one who has learned his trade and
learned it thoroughly; that only the
regularly irained artisan is the one to
be relied upon; and that few practical
men of the present day will devy that
there are advautages in apprentice-
ship.”

The report further poinfed out that in
Ameriea the Stales recognised the neces-
sity tor arranging a system of indentured
apprenticeships, becanse the indusinial
life of the States was af stake owing to
the fact that there was a dearth of skilled
workmen. The same obtained here and
since the Arbitration Court had not the
power to move in this regard, it was the
duty of Parliament to see that something
was done in connection with it. If we
were fo have compefent tradesmen in the
State we must give them an opportunity
of learning the trade thoroughly; other-
wige fhe Siate must go backward. In
coneluding his report the Registrar of
Friendly Societies said—

“It is clear that unless apprentice-
ship is made compulsory by statute it
will not become general.”

The Premier: You would limit the num-
ber of apprentices.

Mr. TROY: After having the fullest
opportunity for inquiry, the Arbitration
Court had laid down a system which was
deemed satisfactory, and the Government
could not do better than follow what the
court had laid down in making iis award.

The Premier: The great tronble in the
bootmaking trade is the number of ap-
prentices allowed in Victoria as against
New South Wales.

Mr. TROY : We need not be guided by
either New South Wales or Vietoria. The
first fhing to do was to recognise the ne-
cessily for such a system. It had not been
recognised so far, and ihere was no pro-
vision for the system, though all the au-
thorities went fo show that the ahsence of
such a system was detrimental o the
State. Therefore, the Government and
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Parhament should take action with a view
to having a system of indentured appren-
ticeships arranged in ithose industries
which could not otherwise be provided for
by the Arbitration Court or some indus-
trial Jaw. The various deeisivns given
showed that the matter could not be fully
arranged under the .Avbitration Court or
some industrial law,  The Registrar nl
Friendly Societies in coneluding his re-
port said—

“There is no fuestion hut that a
sufficient supply of skilled workers can-
not be maintained in any community
unless voung workers are apprenticed
and arve made to serve for a munber of
years and Turther required to obtain a
technica! education connected with their
calling in a technical or other night-
school, At present the Court of
Avbitration has to treat all the mem-
bers of a trade union who are governed
by any partienlar award, except those
that are deemed incompetent through
some disability, as qualified tradesmen
and entifled to the minimum ware, The
recent judgment of the ¥ull Court in
the Freize case shows 'hal as the iaw
stands af present the vourt i (hds
State has no power to deal effeciively
with the question of apprentices and
by so doing proteet the youths aund
wirls who are employed in the various
industries.”

That was a report of an officer ot the
overnment whose duty it was to incuire
into sueb matters. The final remarks of
the registrar were full of meaning be-
canse it was the youth and givls of the
State who were heing sweated, an.g in
large numbers. Though efforts were be-
ing made fo alleviate the conditions in
other industries of people well ahle to
look after ihemselves, no consideration
had heen given towards alleviating the
conditions in these lrades of those who
were being sweaied to a large deuree,
The tributing condiiions in the varions
mines also came under the nolice of the
select eommittee on Sweating, and when
the Minister for Mines secured the ad-
journment of the debate on the last oe-
casion that matter was before the I'arlia-
ment, it was understood the Minister in-
tended to make some inguiry with reard
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to the conditions of tributing on the
mines. It was on that occasion thal the
Minister, after his attention had heen
drawn to the disgraeeful condition of
affairs in connection with the sweating
of tributers, made the remark *“Had I
heen in your place, I would have taken
action”; but after two years the Minister
was apparently taking no action even
now.

The Minister for Mines: I did not find
the conditions as they were represented
fo be.

Mr. TROY: Did the Minister make
personal ingniry?

The Minister for Mines: No.

My, TROY: The Minister was doubt-
ing the evidence given before the commit-
tee, though it was proved np to the hilt
that the tribating conditions were a dis-
grace to the mining laws, and that the
people engaged in the tributes were being
sweated.

The Minister for Mines:
does not say so.

Mr. TROY : The report did say so, and
if the report of the committee embracing
three members from the Government side.
was not to be believed the sconer select
committees were abolished the better.
For the henefit of the Minister for Mines
he would read the remarks he (Mr. Troy)
had made in dealing with this subject two
vears ago. [Extract read.] This tri-
buting system was what the Minister for
Mines told the Prospeetors’ Conference
ke did not desire to interfere with. The
Minister in replving to the Prospectors’
Conference said—

“The Minister econsiders that the
qnestion of imposing conditions regard-
ing tributing should be approached
very carefully, and that the arrange-
ment of tributes should as far as pos-
sible, he a matter of mulual arvange-
meni between the parties eoncerned.”

The committee found at Kalgoorlie there
were a number of workers who could not
gecure employment. and as a result were
compelled to take trihutes. Their unfor-
tunale position was taken advaniage of
by people who held leases while not ful-
tilbny the labour conditions. They com-
pelled these tributers to take the work
at £ ner week instend of £3 10s. The

The report
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trihuters were sweated In onler o sceure-
a living wage. while, at the same time
they fuliilled the labonr econditions for-
the leases. They had to take these tri-
butes becanse there was an exeess of
supply on the labour market, they had
no aoption in the matter, yet the Minister
for Mines was still desirous of leaving
these unfortunate persons to the tender-
mercies of those holding leases in the
distriel. At the Prospectors’ Confer-
ence the Minister went on alse to say—
41t will be remembered in Victoria
legislative action was taken to regnlate:
tributes, with the result that the min-
ers as a whole took strong exception
te the interference and the provisions
were abandoned.  The Minister will,.
however, give consideration to the pre-
paration of a sample tribute agreement
embodying the principal points that
should bhe elearly defined in such agree-
ments,”
The Commitiee made recomnmendations in
this vespect, which were in the veport
brought before the House. The Mini-
ster should take some action for if he
were desirons of seeing to the wellbeing
of a large number of people engaged in
mining pursuits he would see that eon-
dilions were provided by whieh they
wonld not he subjected to the trealment
they had reeeived in the past in tributing
from the various companies on the Fast-
ernGeldfields generallv. In regard toGov-
ernment confraets, the committee found
that sweating eondifions were allowed.
On a previons occasion he had given in-
stanges of elaployers in the Staie who had
taken coutracts to provide the railway and
police uniforms. and althongh they had
a fair rate from the QGovernment they
were earrying on their business and mak-
ing the uniforms under eonditions which
could not he characterised by any other
word than sweating. On that oceasion
the Premier had interjected that such a
eomdition of affairs did not obtain then.
Little Ly litile the contraet price- for
these nniforms had been eut down, and if
thev were so low as to allow sweai-
ing conditions at the time of (he
report referred to, and the price was
lower now, it could not he expected
that the conditions were Dbefter now
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than they were then. If the Gov-
erminenii wanted tv preveni sweating rhey
shonld deal only with reputable employers
who vunld give good conditions, and they
should also see that the contracts con-
tained a preseribed raie of wages, and
that the rate recognised by the particu-
lar univn whieh looked after the interesis
of rhe vorkers employed. That counld
easily be lone, and if so there would be
no possibility of sweating in conneelion
with Goveunnment contraets, and the Gov-
ernment in power for the time being
wonld alone be held responsible. In re-
gard to Chinese compefition, the eommit-
tee found that there was an interference
with the white labour, particulavly in re-
gard to the manufacture of furniture.
Although the Factories Act provided that
alt Chinese furniture must he stamped
before being sold, we found that {his pro-
vizion had no effeet whatever in securing
the desired resnlt, The Factories Act set
oul that Chinese should not be allowed
to work in the factories longer than eer-
tain hours, the clanse heing as follows:—
“No person of the Chinese or other
Asiatie race shall be employed in any
factory for longer hours than women
may he emploved therein under this
Act: nor shall he he emploved hefore
8 o'¢lock in the maorning nor after 5
o'tlock in the evening.”
That heid guod, for it was ihe law of the
conntry, but later on he would show how
il was being carried out. It really could
nut he carried out when there was no one
responsible for seeing that the law was
oheved. The Chinese succeeded in the
furniture trade beeanse they worked
longer hours and paid lower wages. Mr.
Locke, a large furniture manufacturer at
Fremantle, told the enmmitiee he eould
compere  with  any firm in any of (he
State<: he was not afraid of competition
from the Eastern States, bnt lie eonld not
compeie with the Chinese who paid lower
wagzes and used inferior material. A great
dea! of Chinese furniture was beiny sold
here. ond alleedly by members of
Parliameni—not members of this Chan-
her—in their warelouses, The furniture
was made under most insanitary con-
ditions. and nnder what would be swen*-
ing wages if applied to white Iabour.
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With regard to the stamping of furni-
ture, that law was easily evaded for
the furniture only npeeded to he
stamped before the material was sold.
In the Chinese factories artieles of furmi-
ture were exposed for sale, but that furni-
ture was not finished off for it was wani-
ing a knob or a lock or a lattice. Con-
sequently at that sluge it was not stamp-
ed; bnt immediately after it had heen
sold, withont heing stamped, the work
could be completed by some shop outside
a Chinese shop and thus the law was
evaded. We found that the provision
was inoperstive beeanse it conld be so
easily evaded, and we demanded that
there should be greater inspection in re-
gard to Chinese manunfactories, and that
no article should be exposed for sale un-
less it was stamped as being made by
Chinese labour. All knew from experi-
ence that Chinese would evade even the
strictest regulations. They did it in every
case, but as there was no inspeetion here
worth speaking of, and as the regulation
was easily evaded, the commiitee thought
that in order to help the white manufac-
turer there must be strieter supervision:
We eould not appeal to the patriotism of
our own citizens, even of those represent-
ine the people in Parliament, heeaunse it
was found that some of the latier had
been selling and Dbuying Chinese-made
furniture. Now, as to the question of
administration, and first as to the sani-
tary condition of work rooms. The report
of the committee stated—

**WWhile the general conditions of the
factories and work rooms are faily
satisfactory, and many firms deserve
the compliments of the commitiee on
the manner in whieh they are kept,
there are some poinis which there is a
tendency to overlook. Special atien-
tion is drawn to the absolute necessity
for rreater privaey in the arrangemenis
for retiring rooms for females. Your
committee are also of opinion that pro-
viston should in all eases be made for
lanch being taken away from the
workroom.”’

We found that hesides a number of te-
males heing kept in a room all day work-
ing they were also compelled to eat their
luneh there; with the result that they Lad
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to submit to most insanitary eonditions
even during their luncheon hour. We
found that in one large shop, deing a big
business, the air provided in the room
was pumped up from the back yard in
which there was a stable, and we were
assured thai the conditions were quite
sanitary and the air pure; also that theve
had been no sickness up to date. Any rea-
sonable person must admit that it was un-
healthy to have meals where one had been
working all day. In this House we ad-
journed at the dinner hour hecause we
did not consider it healthy to have meals
in the Chamber.

Mr. Fonlkes: We would not he able to
eat them in peace here,

Mr. TROY: The only objectionable
character ahout might be the member for
Claremont, bui there was suffieient power
here to prevent his interference.  The
only possible place for the women to wet
their meals in, other than the work room,
was in the parks, and in many eases the
parks were too far off. Ii was only a
reasonable thing that in regard to the
shops and factories there should he a
room where the emplovees conld retire
to eat their meals in ecomfort and under
fair conditions. We found that such a
place did not exist in the City generally.
No Parliament was doing its duty if i
allowed that sort of thing to eontinne. In
conclusion he wonld say a few words as
to the administration of the Shops and
Factories Act. At the time the committee
were sitting, there was a Chief Inspecior
of Factories, three assistants, and a lady
inspector; but even then Lthere was not
suflicien| supervision nor was there the
power to prevent people leing worked
and boarded under insanttary condilions,
and subjected to swealing rates of pay.
The position had not been improved by
the amalgamation of the health and faa-
tories departments. The condition must
be worse, for there was no chief inspector
to-day while at the time the commitiee
sat there was an efficient one who saw to
the helfering of conditions, Ko far as
the Tarlories Aet was concerned there
was no ingpection worth mentioninz. and
the Aet ifself was as dead as Juling Cae-
sar. We had no inspecior now. and the
work wax puf in the hands of the health
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inspeciors whose other duties lelt them
very litlle time Lo attend Lo the faetories.
Those inspectors were consequently wu-
able te safegnard the interests of the
workers engaged in the sheps in the
metropolitan area and other parts. The
Chief Inspector was competled to leave his
position on account of the unsvmpathetie
altitude of the Ctovernment. Since then
the factories and health departments had
been amalgamated, and the latter was al-
leged to be doing the work previously
done by the factories inspectors. The com-
mittee asked for a lady inspector to be
appainted. There had been one previ-
ously, but at the time the commitiee sat
the position was vaeant.  Despile the
fact that there were thousands of women
and girls employed in the shops in the
City, there was now not even a woman
inspector who could look after their in-
levests. There were many things whieh
women follc could not tell men, and it
was essenlial that a lady inspector should
he appointed. A health officer was not
the wan ie make these inspections, and
particularly did this remark apply to the
woldfields  dislricls, heeanse up theve
health officers were the servants of those
whose premises thev were eompelled io
inspect. In the report of the depart-
ment it was claimed that there had
heen made more inspections of fae-
tories last vear than duaring the pre-
vions one. Inspections hy whom? By
the healtli inspectors who were elected
and appointed by the very people whose
premises thev had to inspect. Did any
reassmable man think there would he a
fair inspection. or that those men would
take the 1ronble to report adversely when
thev had to report in sueh a manner
awainst their own employers, It was mn-
reasomable {o expect them to do so.
There was & Factories Aet for looking
after the inlerests of the people in
industrial establishments, but the ad-
ministration of that Aet was a disgrace
to the Government and Parliament,
There was no administration. ne ve-
gulation. no inspection at the present
fime worth speaking about. Thiz econ-
dition did nnt exist when there was
a competent staff and there was cer-
fainly nol one to-day, Jt could he said
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without fear of coniradiction, that the
condiiions to-day with regard to the
wages paid were worse than they had
ever been previously, or certainly during
the past twelve years, and it was a dis-
grace to the Government to allow this
kind of ihing to continue. The Govern-
ment had two vears in which to take
action; it action had been taken, it had
been in an opposite direetion. The Gov-
ernment had diseharged the chief inspec-
tor and they had taken away any pro-
tection that these people mighi have had.
- That was the only thing the (Government
had done with regard to the factorv laws
of the State. The time had arrived when
Parliament should speak in no uncertain
voice and demand that the Government
should do something to secure hetter econ-
ditions for the people employed under
sach had eireumstances in onr shops and
factories and in various industries. If
the Chamber of Mines wanted anything
done, how quickly did the Minister for
Mines respond and seek a eonference or
receive a deputation. Tf the Chamber of
Mannfactores complained, how quick
were the Government to lend an ear to
that complaint; if any person who was
a lareze employer in the State eomplained,
he eonld ecasily get his complaint recti-
fied. but here were thousands of owr pen-
ple in the State, hoys and givls jusi left
school. who were not getting a fair deal.
and whoe had te submit fo the warst enn-
ditions—ennditions which had been proved
io exist by a select committee appointed
hy the House and largelv representative
nf the Ministerial side. = This position
should not be allowed to obtain any
longer. We had a duty to perform to
these people and that duty was to see
that the recommendations of the select
committee were given effeet to.

Mr. Jacoby: You mean the last pact
the report.

Mr. TROY: Yes. the last part of it.
Tt had been said that the evidence was
not printed and letters had heen pub-
lished in the newspapers charging the
select eommittee with heing sympathetic
towards those employvers of lahour who
were vesponsible for the sweating condi-
fion=. When the matter was previously
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before the House in 1907 it was made
very clear why the evidence was not
printed. The evidence was not printed
becanse several witnesses made accusa-
tions which could not be proved, and al-
though those accusations were made be-
fore the select committee, it was found
on the advice of the Solicitor General and
the Attorney General that protection
could not be afforded to those people who
made them. It was found that if the
evidence was printed and made known
to the country, and an action were taken
against the witnesses making the serious
allegations, they could bave been prose-
cuted for eriminal libel; and it was also
at the request of the witnesses thewm-
selves that the commitiee determined not
to prini the evidenece.  Unfortunately
none of those witnesses had come forward
and given the reasons why the evidence
was not printed. Nothing would have
pleased the committee better than to have
secured the printing of the evidence
and to have given to the country, and to
the House, the names of all the wilnes-
ses, all the employers, and particularly
the names of that* disreputable class of
emplover who had been guilty of continu-
ally sweating employees. Nothing wonld
have given him (Mr. Troy) greater satis-
faetion than to have been allowed ta cir-
culate throughout the Stale the medicul
evidence with regard 1o the conditions
obtaining in our various factories and ia-
dustries. because if that had been pub-
lished it would have compelled such nrg-
ent attention on the part of the Govern-
ment that it would not have heen neces-
sary to move the motion a second time
for the taking into consideration of the
select commitiee’s report. Beeause of the
reasons whick had been given, and be-
canse the committee had promised protec-
{inn fo the witnesses who had given evi-
dence and who were afraid if their names
were known they wounld be black-balled—
and they wauld eertainily have been black-
balled hecause it was known that such a
thine was done—the commitiee resolved
to protect these witnesses. and promised
that publicity would not be miven to their
names and statements. The evidence was
available to hon. members and if perused
would show that a condition of affairs
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existed in the Siate at that time which
demanded nrgent aitention—and existing
at the present time, still demanded
urgent attention. In conelnding his re-
marks he desired to ask the Government
not to adjourn the debate on the motion.
The Government had two years to think
the matter over, and those two years had
been years of neglect.. In that time the
position had become worse and there werc
thousands of our citizens at the present
time working and living under the worst
possible eonditions; il was, therefore the
duty of hon. members to ask that Parla-
ment should adopt the vecommendations
of the select eommittee and provide means
for better administration and better legis-
lation which would enable the unfortun-
ale workers to seeure a rate of wage
which wonld be in keeping with their
labour, and which would have the effect
generally of uplifting the conditions of
a large number of people in the State.
An appeal lo the House should not be
in vain, because hon. members, no matter
what their opinions might be, eould not
for one moment permit the position of
affairs which had been proved to bhe ex-
isting, to continue. We had more than
a personai duty in this respeet to per-
form, and therefore hon. members shounld
remember this, and take action, and see
that the Government adopted the recom-
mendation so as to improve the conditions
of a laree number of workers in the State.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore):
The hon. member for Mount Magnet had
agked that this matter should not he
postponed. As far as the Government
were eoncerned it was not proposed (o
offer any objeetion to the motion, but
the hon. member should he reminded that
while he might be in earnest in connee-
tion with this matter, and he had un-
doubtedly gone to a considerable amounnt
of trouble to make himself acquainted
with the conditions of the varions indus-
tries, at the same time he should get ont
of the habit of claiming all the virlues
for his side of the Honse. There was a
certain amount of human nature in the
breasts of the members on the treasury
bench, and i1t would he admiited they had
given evidence on several oceasions that
their sympathies were not onlv with the
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hodies the hon. member had referved to,
the Chamber of Mines and others, hut
that they were prepared to do justice to
all classes of (he commuonity. The hon.
member [aid stress on the faet that a
majority of the members of the select
committee were chosen from the Govern-
ment side of the House. As a matter of
faet the members were pretty equally
divided, and in dealing with a matter of
this kind, suarvely il was nob neecessary o
make it a pavty ruestion.  There were
four members on that select comittee—
Mr. Troy was chaivman, Mr. Vervard,
Mr. Eddy, and Mr. Johnson,

Mr., Trov: You made it a party ques-
tion.

The PREMIFR: How was that?

Mr, Troy: You took Mr. Ware off the
committee and put Mr. Male on.

The PREMIFR: Mr. Male’s nume is
not in this report.

Mr, Taylor: You gave wvour casting
vote in favour of My, Male,

The PREMIER: In counection with
the wmatters which the hon. member -had
brought under notice he {the Yremier)
agreed to a great extent with what had
heet said, more especially with regard to
the question of branding furniturve; hut
one could go almost a step further and
put a tag on vegetables, because we found
that many of those people who objected
strongly 1o Chinese furniture consumed
a fair amount of vegetables grown by
Chinese.  Personally speaking he went
further and pever allowed Chinese vege-
tables to he consumed in his honse. Some
of the members of the Government, in a
private eapacity. had endeavoured to
make investigateing  with regard to
the question of Chinese labour hav-
ing been informed that if thev made a
tour during the late hours of the evening,
Chinese would be found working af the
furntture {rade in different parts of the
City. The Premier duly sallied forth
suppurted by one member of the Cab-
inet. Wearing slouch hats and big coats
and sticks, they were prepared to investi-
oate the matter and to find Chinese mak-
ing furniture. What they found however
was a number of Chinese playing fan-tan
and other games. and the Chinese were
very anxions to initiate the visitors into
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the mysteries of them. Hewever, infor-
mation had reached the Government that
there was a good deal of this work woing
on, but as far as the investigations were
concerned. his colleague and he were not
successful in unearthing anything. The
hon. member had complained that thou-
sands of ounr fellow citizens were living
in the worst pessible eonditions.  That
statenent seemed to be somewhat conira-
dietory when compared with one of the
clauses in the report of the select com-
mittee, which stated—

“As o umin result of their invesH-
gations, your committee have pleasure
in reporling that the existence of sweat-
ing—so far as their opportunities have
enabled  them to discover—does not
exisi to the alarming extent that was
coromonly believed.  The allegations
which gave rise to this enguniry were in
zome instances based on a misconeep-
tion of one or two cirenmstances, which
admit of a different explanation. Fox
example, the small earnings of out-
workers in the clothing industry ave
due to the faet that many women take
work to their homes, not from neces-
sity, but in order to supplement the
already sufficient incomes of their
hreadwinners. Being alveady well pro-
vided with necessaries, they are content
with small remuneration for their spare
time, in order to supply themselves
with objects of luxury or refinement.”

So that with all due respect to the hon.
member, he had been guilty of some slight
exaggeration in saying that thousands of
our citizens were living under these very
unfortunate conditions. The report had
also pointed ount that the priee paid per
dozen for making shiris and other at-
ticles appeared far more reasonable when
it was remembered that those articles
‘were in a stage of advancement when
banded to the out-worker, and were by
no means completed when returned. He
was not going o argue against the report,
becaunse he recognised that the gentlemen
serving on the eommittee had been anxi-
ons to ascertain, as far as possible, the
true conditions in the City. He conld
not see that it wounld be of any advantage
to them to exaggerate; as a matter of
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tact the report was reasvunble, und e
maintained that the Government har!
taken steps to carry ont some of the re.
commendations,

Mr. Johnson: In what way?

The PREMIER : The first recommeuila-
tion made was to the effect that the staff
should comprise at least three male and
vne female inspector, together with one
elerk. It eould he maintained that Ly the
amalgamation of the two departments due
provision Lad been made for all inspec
tion and clerieal work, and also that the
duplication of inspection bad been pre-
vented, with the result that econouy hacd
been seeured. It had licen painted out that
there was no female inspector in the ser-
viee at the present time; he would say
that the Government had no objection to
that appointment being made. He realised
that, as the hon. member had pointed out.
there were oceasions when employees
would be more likely to make a confidant
of a Iady inspector than of a male offi-
cial. 3

Mr. Osborn: Nnt if it were a lady she
was inspecting.

The PREMIER: TPersonally he would
have no objection to a lady inspector of
members of Parliament. The next recom-
mendation was to the effect that all at-
ters affecting the factories and requiring
attention nnder the Health Act should be
left in the hands of the factory inspee-
tors, thus preventing the duplication of
inspeetion and effecting economy. He un-
derstood that these records were now pro-
vided and were exhibited in a eonspicu-
ous place mn each factory in accordance
with the Early Closing Act.

Mz, Angwin: They were entered up in
a record book.

The PREMIER: Was not that book
available for factory inspectors, or any-
body else?

Mr. Angwin: Noj; it was available only
to the factory inspector.

Mr. Troy: Bnt thousands do not eome
under the Aect at all, for the reason that
they are in shops and places employing
less than six hands.

The PREMIER: But surely the hon.
member in his remarks had alluded to (he
larger facfories as well. Less than six
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hands seemed a very small number to have
incorpovated as a factory. A further re-
commendation was that the powers of fac-
tory inspectors should be enlarged to en-
able them to see that the awards of the
Arbitration Court were observed. 1f Lhat
were to be carried out it would be neces-
sary to give the factory inspeetor mueh
greater power than he had at the pre-
senl lime; and at the same time sueh a
course wonld ereate rather an expensive
precedent. It would mean that the Gov-
ernment would have to proseente in all
cases. At the present time this was prac-
tically left in the hands of the employees.
He was not aware that the employees had
declined to take the necessary steps to
bring hefore the Arbitration Court any
breaches of ilie awards. At all events to
carry out this reenmmendation it would
be necessary first to seeure an amendment
of the Arbitration Aet, and also of the
Factories Aet, after which it might be
practicable to give the inspectors power
to enter in and inspect. As hon. members
were aware, a Commonwealth proposal
had heen made to secnre uniform legisla-
tion so far as wages boards were con-
eerned. He had been rather surprised on
seging in a recent issue of a newspaper
news from Adelaide to the effeet that the
workers there were protesting against the
wages board, and indieating that tley
proferred the Arbitration Court.

Alv. Bath: That was a motion earried
at the annual gonference of the labour ar-
ganisationsg, :

The PREMIER: He had heen curious
to know the reason for the earrying of
sueh a motion, As hon, members were
aware he and his colleagnes, at the recent
Conference, had indieated that they were
prepared (o adopt legislation similar to
that existing in the Fastern States, in
order that if the proposal were earried
inte effect for an Interstate Commission,
that Commission might have referred to
them any questions which might arise in
respect to differential treatment meted out
to the employees in the various States. In
New South Wales it had been contended
that in Vietoria there was a muech larger
number of aprentices employed than was
the eaze in New South Wales.
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Mr. Johnson: That is accounted for by
the greater number of manufactories there
in existence.

The PREMIER: Apparently that was
not so; for it had bheen said to be due to
the pereentage of apprentices to adults
varying. Thus whereas in New South
Wales the apprentices were in the pro-
portion of, say, three to twelve irades-
men, in Vietoria there were almost as
many apprentices as tradesmen employed.
Because of this it had heen argued {hai
they had secured all the boot trade, while
on the other hand, the Vietorian people
had deelared that in New South Wales
a much larger number of women employes
were engaged, with the result that that
State had an advantage in that respect.
With the execption of Tasmania, all the
EBastern States had wages boards, while
Western Ausiralia had the Arbitration
Court. The Premier of Tasmania bhad un-
dertaken to introduce similar legislation
in order to place the whole of the various
States on the same lines in this respect,
s0 that in ihe case of varying conditions
an appeal might he made to the Inter-
State Commission. A Bill providing for
this was now in the Senate, and he had
no doubt that it would become law. He
did pot wish to speak at any great length
ot the maiter. Probably the Minister for
Mines wounld have something to say in re-
spect to the tributing of mines. In the
meantime the Government did not wish to
offer any real objeetion to the motion.

Mr. Bath: Well, let it go on the voices.

Question put and passed.

MOTION — EXPERIMENTAL FARM
ALBANY, TO ESTABLISH.
Mr, W. PRICE (Albany) moved—
That in the opinion of this House
an experimenial farm should be estab-
lished in the Albany district for the
purpose of determining the most profit-
able use the present vacan! lands in
that digtrict may be put to.
Any propasition calenlated to develop the
agrieultural industry ought to receive
every consideration in the House. Day
after people were being assisted on the
land, and the Legislature was doing all
possible to make the agricultural indus-
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try suceessful.  The State bhad now
reached a forwurd stage in its agricultural
development; a stage where the possibil-
ily of its becoming an export State on a
large scale was well within the bounds
of practicability. In quite recent years
a large portion of the State had been
looked upon as practically a desert. To-
day, those very same lands were counted
ameng the richest grain-producing areas
of the State.  Might it not. therefore,
reasonably be argued that other portious
of the State which to-day were looked
upon as practically desert might also, in
a very short time—if oniy we could dis-
cover the hest uses to whiech such portions
might be put-—hecome 2 valuable asset
in assisting us to'develop the agrienl-
tural industry? Within a radius of 30
miles of Albany there were many thous-
ands of aeres of land lying idle, and
locked upon as practieally waste lands.
Efforts had been made to use these lands
and develop them, but, unfortunately, the
efforts had ended in faitlure. The ordin-
ary settler eould not stand repeated fail-
nres. Continued failares meant that
the ordinary settler must give up and
seek an outlet for his labour elsewhere.
Those acquainied with the Albany dis-
triet would know that alone the King
river road and Kalgan river distriet, and
towards the Torbay distriet, and on the
road to Mi. Barker, there were lands
which at some fime or other bad been
enltivated but which to-day were thrown
np and were in their wild state. But
land which was prolifiec in producing serub
and undergrowth must be useful for pro-
ducing pavable crops, if it were only
possible to discover the best erops for
which the land counld be used. It was
mostly peaty land. In some parts, if set
afire, it would smoulder away. In the
lower lands it was heavy peat; on the
higher lands it was lighter peat to sandy.
It was his desire to have this tvpe of land
experimented on, beeanuse he believed it
enuld produee other than sernh. Where it
had been cultivated in small garden areas
it had been proved payable, and not only
pavable, for in the bhest portions there
were larger areas, partienlarly in
the Torhay disiriet, the holders of which
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individually produced several bhyudred
tons per annwn of potatoes and onions.
After spending five vears in trving to dis-
cover the best use to which to put his land.
and afier five years of failure, one setiler
had given np experimenting and exlended
a swall garden area on which he had al-
ready spent 20 vears, and to-day that
garden area was producing hundreds of
tons of potatoes and onions per anuum.
Bul. unfortunaiely, the ordinary seitler
eould not afford to wait 20 years to secure
a refurn from his land, so the instance
mentioned could not be taken as an ex-
aniple to he followed hy others. Al any
rate, it was proved that by extensive
manuring the land was productive, bhut
here again was the obstacle that the
average settler could not go to the encrm-
ous expense involved in fertilising the
land to the standard necessary hefore he-
ing in a position to ohtain payable crops
from the land. Tt had alreadx heen
proved by the settlers in the distriet that
once the land produced grass. the enlti-
vation of wheat or root ervaps  proved
payable. but the trouble was to zet the
land inte such a state that it would pra-
duce grass.  Wherever potatoes and
onions wereé grown—and they were grown
fairly extensively in the Torbay distriet—
a kind of natural grass sprang up, and
the land subsequently proved ta be wond
for the produetion of other crops. The
experiment should not be earried out par-
tienlarly for the small holders, it should
he carried out for the holders of larger
areas. for the men desirons to hecome hona
fide settlers and to live upon the land on
whieh thev settled. The ordinary settler
could not be expected to develop a large
area of land sufficient to provide him-

self with an income unless he had
considerable eapital hehind  him  he-
fore he started. At Powell’s East-

wood estate the endeavonr had been made
on a large scale to cultivate the land. hut
all that was done was to plough up the
land and ent it up inte small holdinegs
and try to get rid of them. The anxiety
was rather to gel settlers on the land
after ploughing it up. with no regard
for the ulfimaie result. It was more a
desire to get rid of the land than to en-
conrage hona fide settling. It would he
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unjust to encourage people to go into the
disirict to take up land generally recog-
nized by the old seitlers to be such that
it could not be profitably used. The
Government had so far seen fit to ex-
periment in other parts of the State while
sadly neglecting this very old-settled por-
tion of the State around Albany. Had
it heen a new section it would, perhaps,
have rereived morve consideration, bui be-
eause it was an old distriet, and because
the settlers could not make their land
pay and had followed the line of least
resistance and gone to other distriets
rather than waste time in agitating for
Grovernment assistance and aid in dis-
covering the best means of improving
their jand, the Government had neglected
the distriet; but with very lititle expendi-
ture it would be pnssible for the experts
of the Agrieultural Department to dis-
cover the method whereby the land could
he cultivated and put to good nse. Along
the King river road there were several
holdings taken up within the last five or
six vears by working men, but, unfor-
tunately, the holders could not find that
particular crop which would prove pro-
fitable to produce, and although the land
to all appearances was rich and the soil
sueh as should prove productive, there was
something in it that proved it was not so
productive as it appeared to he. The
motion must appeal to members, because,
by the expendifure of the very small sum.
if any, which would be required to ex-
periment in conneetion with this land——

The Premier: What do yon mean by
if any”?

Mr. W, PRICE: Although there might
be some initial expenditure, eventually
the return from an experimental farm
sueh as was proposed would he sufficient
to move than recoup the original outlay;
there conld not possibly be any loss in
connection with it. Wherever Ministers
could see a possibility of laying out a
small sum of money, which wonld eventu-
ally lead to the infroduction of a large
number of settlers in any district, in the
interests of the State generally they
should be prepared to allow the outlay.
If not, then it was only beating the wind
and wasting the time of the House in
bringing forward the motion. That was

[ASSEMBLY.)

not his object. His motion was for a
projeet that if entered on must eventu-
ally redound to the benefit of the State.
It certainly applied only to the Albany
istriet, but there was no other portion
of the Staie with sueh a peculiar nature
of soil, and ibere was no reason why we
should allow this land to lie idle when,
by the expenditure of a very small sum
of money, which might, and would. he
believed, eventually be returned to the
State a thousand-fold——

The Minister for Lands: Hear, hear!

Mr. W, PRICE: The Minister believed
in outlay when there was a poszibility of
recouping later on, That was (he object-
with whieh the mofion was moved. If
we proved the capahdlities of this land
there would probally be room for hund-
reds and thousands of settlers in that
distriet.

{Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30
poa}

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore):
It was with a certain amount of diffi-
dence that one rose to disenss this gues-
tion after having heard from the hon.
member the varying conditions and guali-
ties of the soil in the Albany distrief.
As a matter of fact, the case the member
had put up for the establishment of an
experimental farm in that distriet econld
hardly be chavacterized as a very strong
one, and it was to be hoped that, if mo-
tions were coming forward from repre-
sentatives of various distriets, something
more tangible in the way of argument
would be provided than that used by the
hon, member. It was said by the mover
that to some extent the distriet had been
neglected, and (hat if it had heen a newer
distriet, it would have received more af-
tention. As a matter of fact the dis-
trict had very little to complain of in that
respect. As members were aware, up to
a year or two ago very little indeed was
done in the wav of cultivation in the
neighbourhood of Albany, but some twelve
ov eighteen months ago, the Government,
with a view of encouraging closer settle-
ment in that distriet, brought forward a
proposition to secure the purchase of the
railway line which had been lying idle for
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many vears. As the result of that pro-
posiion Parvliamentary approval was ob-
tained to the expendiiure of £50,000 in
the purchase of the railway and some
20,000 acres of land. Of this area 4,000
acres were in the Torbay distriet, and the
balance in the Denmark distriet. Since
then a very large sum had been spent in
Denmark in connection with the im-
provement of the land acquired.

Mr. Hayward: How much?

The PREMIER: About £10.000, al-
1hough he eonld not give the exaet figures
off-hand, while in addition a considerable
sam was spent in fhe purchase of grass
seeds, which had been planted in various
portions of the Denmavk disiriet. He was
rlad to say that as a rvesnlt of what had
been done. clearing and serubbing, it had
heen amply demonsirated that Denmark
was extremely snitable for ecloser settle-
meni, and for carrying on dairying and
other gperations of that nature. That was
clearly evidence that the Government had
recognised that it was necessary to do all
they eould in the direction of encouraging
wloser settlement there. Adjoining the ex-
isting Torbay line ample evidence had
been given to the fertiliiy of the soil for
root crops, but the member was slightly
ont in his facts when he said thaf indi-
~iduoals had produced hundreds of tons of
potatees and onions in that distrief. As-
-suredly not one seftler there had produced
‘in one season a hundred tons of potatoes.
Conld the hon. member name onel

Mr. W. Price: Mr, North.

The PREMIER: How many acres did
'he possess? He knew MMr. North, and
it was news to him that his land had
produced hundreds of tons anpnually.
‘He had been of the opinion that the
toan who had achieved the greatest snecess
‘in growing potatoes was located some six
or seven miles on the left hand side of the
PDenmark line. about eight miles from Tor-
‘bay Junetion.

Mr. Tacoby: Mr. Johnson.

The PREMIER: That district was well
‘known to him, for he had spent five vears
‘in the serub and swamps in the vicinity of
Albany, and the estate the mover referred
to, the Eastwood estate. he was well ae-
«quainted with, for he had been there dur-
fing 1he operations of working it and

W
eould form a pretty fair comclusion tha
the money spent was wasted. All that was
done in eonnection with the operations
attempted on behalf of Mr. Powell was
waste money. A huge sum was spent in
importing steam ploughs and other wo-
dern machinery, excellent for coping with
the hnge opeu areas such as existed in the
prairies of Ameriea and Canada, but ab-
solutely unsuitable for the sandy soil op
the estate, It was to be regretted that the
money was not expended in draining and
clearing some of the richer swamps. In-
stend of that the owners took the fiats,
which appeared to be very suitable for
enltivation, but which on being turned ap
were found to be nothing but sand with a
few roots in it, It looked rich soil at first,
but after being turned vver and exposed
to the weather it proved to be anything
but fertile. As far as fruit eulture in the
neighbourhood of Albany was concerned
it had been amply demonstrated that
there was not a distriet in Western Aus-
tralia which had shown a better return
or was more snitable for fruit growing
than the Mount Barker district, situated
gome 30 miles from Albany. Some of
the orchards were a good deal eloser than
that. As to experiments in the way of
fruit cuitivation the necessity for further
dewwonstrafion did not exist, and the dis-
triet  was  recognised as one of the
hest in the State. One of the largest
orchards in the State was situated at
Mount Barker, no less an area than 200
acres being under frees at the present
time. One gentleman in that distriet
made a practice of planting 10 acres of
orchard an the advent of every new arri-
val in his family. That was a very
landable example which the member
for Albany might well copy. So far as
the proposal was concerned there seemed
to be no special reason why a State farm
shonld be established in the district.
There was no special feature in connee-
tion with the eultivation of the soil that
required illustration. As a matter of
fact the mover had proved to his own
satisfaction that there were numerons
settlers in the disiviet who were prodne-
ing hundreds of tons of potatoes a vear.
We could aceept it as a faet that the dis-
trict conld produce potatoes.
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Mr. W. Price: Do not put words in
my mouth that I did not use. I did not
say there were a number of selectors pro-
dueing hundreds of tons of potatoes.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
said that several selectors were producing
several bundreds of tons of potatoes per
annum.

Mr. W. Price: In the aggregate, not
each one.

The PREMIER : On hearing the state-
ment he bad asked, “Does each produce
100 tons3” and the answer was in the
allirmative.

Mr. W, Price: I sald that one man
produced over 100 tons.

The PREMIER: That was getting
away from the argument. The member
must be eonvinced first of all that pota-
toes could be grown there. Was he satbis-
fed as to that? He was now giving the
member reasons why an experimental
farm was unnecessary. The fact was
established that potatoes and onions could
be grown there and this was absolutely
demonstrated [rom the member’s own
words.  Again, there was no disputing
the faet that apples could be grown at
Mount Barker, and on the King River,
seven or eight miles from Albany, equal
to those from any part of Australia. At
the latter place there was an excellent
orchard owned by a gentleman named
Neumann, He had seen apples grown
there equal to any grown in any other
part of the State. It was hard to say
what other form of produce it was sug-
sesied the Government shonld experiment
with down there, and unless the member
eould put forward some stronger argu-
menis he wus not prepared to support
the proposition. The statement that the
distriei had been neglected was not well
founded inasmuch as he had already said
the Government had spent something like
£30,000 in ‘the Denmark purchase, and
then £10,000 in clearing and preparing
the land for eunltivation and in demon-
strafing that it was possible to grow good
pasture in the distriet, and that it was
sutlable for closer settlement. In
those eircumstances we would not he jus-
lified at the present time in giving ex-
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ceptional treatment to that particular dis-
triet.

Mr. ANGWIN (East Fremantle): It
was a well kuown fact that any person
visiting Albany could not fail to obserie
the large areas of land which surrounded
the town, and which were not under culti-
vation.

Mr. Gordon: You can see the same at
Fremantle,

Mr. ANGWIN: If the ecircumstances
were such as the member for Albany had
explained, there was something the mat-
ter with the soil which prevented people
who oeenpied a small area from cultivat-
ing the land. Then the Government ghould
step in and show these people how they
should trveat the soil. The member for
Canning had stated that it would be pos-
sible to see similar areas of land at Fre-
mantle, but at Fremantle there was not
a mountain like that at Albany, from the
top of which a view of the surrounding
vacant aveas could be obtained. Seeing
that a great nwmber of over-sea vessels
put in at Albany, and that many people
visiting that port climbed to the top of
Monut Clarence. the advertisement for
the State was certainly a bad one, If
people saw these big areas of wnenltivated
land they would be bound te come to the
conclusion that all the eountry was use-
less. and they would leave Western Aus-
tralia with the belief thai the State con-
sisted of ofher areas similar to those a
view of which had been obtained from the
top of Mount Clarence. If it was at all
possible to shaw those people who lived
around Albany how to treat this land, it
should be done, and also from a business
point of view it would be wise for the
(Gtovernment to do somelhing in the direc-
tion sugaested by the member for Albany.
Without posing as one who knew very
mueh about the eultivation of land, he
conld say that it had come to his know-
ledge that around Albany if a person
took up land and kept a cow, unless he
went into Albany o buy his wheat and
chaff there was a possibility of the cow
dying. The member for Albany had
shown that attempts had been made lo
cultivate areas around the town, and that
those who had made these attempts had
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failled. The matter was certainly one that
deserved the ennzideration of the Govern-
ment, and in the interests of the sefllers
around there it would be wise to establish
an experimental farm to show settlers
how to go about their work,

Debate unfinished.

Motions interrnpted by Standing Or-
ders.

BILL—COAL MINES REGULATION
ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Mr, A, A WITSOXN (Collie) in moving
the second reading said: I desire to be as
brief and as lucid as possible in explain-
ing to the House the ohjeects of this mea-
sure. The very faet of the ever increasing
volume of {rade in connection with Collie
coal makes it necessary that there should
be some alteration in the present law per-
taining to eoal mining. As one who has
had considerable experience of coal min-
ing in the old ecountry and the other
RBtates I elaim to have a knowledge of
some of the needs of the mining commun-
ity, and also of some of the remedies that
should be applied to meel those needs.
In the vear 1902 a measure was pnssed
dealing with the coal mines. In 1901 the
House appointed a  Comnission to in-
quire into the industry, econsisting of
Messrs. Ewing, Butcher, Rason, Tleid, and
*ilicks., They collected data, and called
evidence in order that a Bill might be
formulaled to meet the requirements of
ibat time. The Bill was introduced and
snbsequehtly became an Act, and while T
am prepared to admit that that Aect had
admirable qualities, T regret to say that
many of its sections were very imper-
fectly framed, and have been the canse of
irritation to the workers, the eompanies,
and to the Mines Department. Continu-
-ous disputes have arisen Detween the
miners and the mining inspectors in the
matter of the definition of several sec-
tiong, and in dealing with the Aet T shall
atlempt to prove that the allegation 1
made just now is entirely well founded.
Tn the body of the Act it is staled that
the hours of Jabonr shall be ejght hours
hank to bank. I find fhere iz a wrong
ampreseion as to what the Aet really
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means, At the preseni time Section G of
ihe Aect states that a person shall be em-
ployed for not more than eight eonsecu-
tive hottrs nor more than forty-eight hours
a week. T took it for granted that when
the Legislature passed that, it was in-
tended that the hours to be worked should
be eight out of the 24. The interpreta-
tion put on that section by the Mines De-
partment is that the men can work eight
hours bhelow, go on top for ten minutes
for a smoke, and then work for anofther
eight hours.  That never was the inten-
tion of the Act.

The Minister for Works: Surely that
is not sa.

Mr. WILSON: Yes, it is so. In the
Bill which I am introducing I shall deal
with this and several other defeets. Sec-
tion 4 of the principal Act I desire to
amend by adding the word “winze.” I
shall also seek to add a new paragraph
to the definition clanse to provide that
“pit-head” shail mean and inelude “pit-
brace, pit-brow, pit-bank, snrface-eleva-
ted-tramway-landing or gantry.”  Bays
have been working in the coal mines on a
pit top for 1G hours at a streteh, and no
aetion ean be ftaken simply becouse the
inspecior has eonsidered that the brace or
the gantry is not a pit-hank. In the old
Act it says that no person shall be em-
ployed as a lander vr braceman for more
than eight hours in every 24 nor more
than 48 hours in any week, except in
cases of emergency, That is in opera-
tion, but in actnal practice the inspector
says that the gantry which is the new
name for the pit-bank dees not mean a
pit-brace or a pit-hank. The men em-
ployed on the surface-elevated-tramway-
landings on the goldfields are ealled
hanksmen or bracemen, bat at Collie they
ave not called bracemen er banksmen,
consequently the boys workineg on the
top are eompelled to work ab the sweet
will of the employer for as long as 16
hours. I have quoted instances to the
Mines Depariment, who stated that pit-
bank does not mean a gantry in connee-
tion with coal mines. I have here a letter
from the Inspector of Mines in eonnee-
tion with this matter. I wrote to Ta-
speetor Briggs, on the 15th Deeember
1908, and T asked him for a definitiam
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in the matter of landers or bracemen in
the coal mines, and Mr. Briggs replied:

#Gection 5 of the Coal Mines Regula-
tion Aet—Iun my opinien the persons
employed on the ganiry are not landers
ot bracemen as meant by the Aect. How-
ever, if you like I will ask the Depart-
wment o obtain the Solicitor General’s
upinion on this seetion.”

The inspeetor did not get the informa-
tion, but at the same time those lads are
compelled te work the hours I have
stated.

The Minister for Works: Do yom say
16 hours a day?

Mr. WILSON: That is so, and I will
supply the names and the dates when
those people worked, at any time the
Minister wants the information. Then I
come to Seetton G of the prineipal Aect.
That states: )

“No person shall he employed helow
in any mine for more than eight con-
secufive hours at any time, nor for
more than 48 hours in a week except
in eases of emergency.”

And the marginal note to that section
reads—

“Persons not to be employed below
ground more than eight hours on any
day.”

I took it for granted that when the marg-
inal reference said no person should he
so employed for more than eight hours
a day that was also the meaning of the
Act, Unfortunately the Minister dis-
agrees to a certain extent with his in-
spector. Finally, through the courtesy of
Mr., Ewing I asked certain questions in
the House. One question I asked was—

“Clanse 6: Does the marginal refer-
ence that persons are not to be em-
ploved more than eight honrs on anv

day indicate the trne inlention and
meaning of Section 69”7
To that the Minister replied, No. It is

on record, and I shall supply dates and
the names of the men who have gone down
at etght in the morning, come up at four
in the afternoon, taken an hour’s speil,
and gone down again and worked for
another eight honrs and so on. That is
the effeet of the Act which is operating
at ihe present time and it is with the
abjeet of remedyine this state of affairs
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that I am introducing the amending Bill.
I propose to add after the words “eight
hours,’” in Section 6 Subsection 1, the
words “in  any twenbty-four” My
object is to give the people to under-
stand the position clearly so that
the Mines Department and the mine
owners and the men may work in
unison. Then I propose to move =
clanse to provide that the owners of
mines should indicate when working hours
eommence and when working hours cease.
For example, there is nothing to prevent
a person who so desires from going down
a mine early in the morning, say at 3
o’clock, and working on till all hours.
There is no cheek kept on the time. In
Engand, under the latest Coal Mining
Act, the inspector posts a notice stating
that the shift shall start at, say, six
o’elock n the morning, and will cease at
a given time. I think this alteration es-
sential if we want to see the provisions
of the Aect carried out. I have also ndded
that in the case of the mine managers,
every coal mine should have a manager
te itself. At the present time, although
the intention nf the Aet is one mine, one
manager, that is not being earried out.
What is the use of puiting in the Aect
provisions whereby young men mayv pass
examination and so better their positions,
if, after the passing of the examination,
no employment is to be had for them?® At
the present time some of the managers
in Collie are managing at least iwo mines.
I lave made a provision under which,
exeept in special eirenmstanees, each mine
shall be under the contrel of one manager.
Tn Clause §, dealing with Section 72 of
the principal Aet, I desire to amend the
regulation governing the relief fund.

"Certain trouble has arisen, into which T

shall not go just now. Sufficient for me
to state that I helieve the persons who
contribute the meoney should he respon-
sible far the distribution of sueh money.
Although the miners eontribute mare than
half that fund, yet they have little or no
say in respeet to its distribution.

The Minister for TWorks: They have a
committee. .

Mr. A, A, WILSON: Yes. I happen
to he secretary of that committee. But,
under the old Aect, the money has to be
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paid on the recommendations of the com-
miitee, There are three trustees, one of
whern s nominated by the Mines Depart-
ment, one by the mine owners, and one by
the miners. The result is that there arc
two votes against the worker’s represen-
tative every time. and the recommenda-
tions of the commitiee are nseless. That
is the existing state of affairs. [ do not
wanl to lahour the question in respect
to the aecident fund. I have cerlain in-
formation in my possession which would
make the House wonder that such things
could weenr in a  eivilised community.
Coming to the matter of ihe veuntilation
elavses, I ask thab certain werds should
be inserted. It is understoad that in coal
mining there is a certain clement of dan-
wer arising from fhe gases in the eoal, and
the legislation in England, in New South
Wales, and in New Zealand provides that
air shall be forced in as far as each and
evervy working place. The present Act
of Western Australia also makes that
provision, but the air in many eases does
not get that far. Consequently I have
asked that ecertain words should be put
in. in the effect that there shall be a per-
ceptible current of air sufficient to dis-
tinetly deflect the flame of a lamp from
the wvertical. There is a provision like
that in the Gold Mines Act, and owing
to the presence of gases in the eoal
mines I think it is necessary here. In
respeet to Rule 31; this is a sore point
with the miners at Collie at the present
time. The old Aect sdys that persons em-
ployed about a mine may appoint two of
their number, who are praetical working
miners, to go down and inspect the
places for ventilation. But after the Aet
hal been working very satisfactorily up
till two years ago, a flaw occorred, and
some ofld Aet from England was un-
earthed, in the licht of which this Aet is
of no use. For example, [ was general
secretary to the Collie Coal Miners’ Asso-
eiation and as such was appointed cheek
inspector for a namber of years?. This
syvefem acted very well, in so far that I
was above suspicion of being capable of
getting * the sack from the companies,
awd could give a fair report. At no time
did T make a report not in acecordance
wiih faels. However, I went down one

g
morning to one of the mines, and was
told that I could not go below, I asked

the reasovn, and they said, “you are not a
working miner.” T answered that I was
a practical miner, and the reply was, “Oh.
ves, but you are not a working miner.”

The Minister for Mines: That was an
English yuling.

Mr. AL AL WILSON: Yes, and it was
never appealed agaiust in the old country.
Our conditions here were good enough to
last for four years, bul at the expiration
of Lhat time the owuers went to England
to npset it.

The Minister for Mines: It was a ques-
tion of dispute.

Mr. A. A, WILSON: Yes; but the mat-
ter eould have been amended by one
stroke of the pen in getting the regula-
tion altered. The same provision is now
in operation in New Sonth Wales, where
the word “working” has been struck out.
I have here the latest Mining Aect of New
South Wales, and the Government of the
day have decided that the interpretation
to be placed upon it should be at least
fair and conscientious, and that men who
had been working in the mines for a
period of years would be the mast likely
people for the task of going down and
inspecting. T have had 30 years’ experi-
ence, yet they stopped me, simply because
I was not at that time working in a coal
mine. In passing T want to stale
that in New South Wales the miners’
union appoint an inspector who goes
ronnd the whole distriet and takes one
mine after the other; and the Government
of the day are a party to it. The miners
at Collie do not want the Government to
pay for the inspection, They only ask
that their cheek inspectors shall have free
power to go down and make reporls. That
systemm has been in operation at Collie
for four years, and it was only by the in-
troduetion of some decision of a magis-
trate in the old eonniry that the system
was upset, I also want to get at the mat-
ter of experience and inexperience. In
the old eountry and in New South Wale:
and New Zealand, and in nearly every
other place where coal mining exists, ir
is provided that at least one man should
have experience at the face where work-
men are employed. It is laid down in
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our Act that no person not employed
as a coal getter shall be allowed to work
alone as a coal getter in the face of the
workings., But while one man who has
had no experience is not allowed to work
at the face 50 inexperienced men can
work to the danger of themselves aund
others, That is the law as applied to
Collie, and I shall give the opinion of the
inspector on that matter, I wrote to Mr.
Tnspector Briggs and asked him these
questions :—*Re schednle, Rule 51: A.
Can one inexperienced person work alone
as a coal getter under the Act? B, Can
10 or 50 inexperienced persons, over the
age of 14 years, work together at the face
of the workings under the Act”? His
replies were:—“A. No. B. Two or more
inexperienced persons can work together
at the face as coal getters, and one could
work alepe provided he was not em-
ployed as a coal getter.”

The Minister for Works: Did you in-
cInde the fillers in that?

Mr. A. A, WILSON: I included all
workers.

The Minister for Works: Whal danger
is there in filling?

Mr. A. A WILSON: T am afraid that,
although the hon. gentleman knows some-
thing about finance, he knows nothing of
coal mining.

The Minister for Works: I think I
showed you something about ecoal mining
once.

Mr. A. A. WILSON: Youn showed me
gsomething in points in the Arbitration
Court, I will admit; buf T showed you a
point afterwards, did I not? Here is
the point: Tillers work at the face the
same as ordinary coal cubters.

The Minister for Works: Oh, no.

Mr. A. A, WILSON: I beg your par-
don. They work just the same. If the
coal cutting machines cut the coal the
shooter comes along and shoots the coal
down. Then the filler comes along and
fills the eoal. Hé is under just the same
danger as the man who fills the coal cut
by picks. If an inexperienced filler is
working under a bad roof there is nothing
to save him; and if 50 inexperienced fillers
are working together the danger is just
the same, This much I will say: My only

[ASSEMBLY.]

intention in introducing the Bill is to try
to make the work easier for the depart-
ment, for the mine managers, and for the
meny, We have an Act, and that Aet is
not working smoothly. Day after day
frietion is occurring, and when we see
decisions given to the effect that one in-
experienced man cannot work alone, yet
50 such can work together, we wonder
what interpretation should be put upon
the Act. In another breath we are told
that landers and bracemen do not oceur
in coal mining, although they are recog-
nised on the goldfields under exactly the
same conditions. It is my desire to re-
medy this state of affairs, and to make
the matter easier for the Mines Depart-
ment, for the managers, and for the
workers. I move—

That the Bill be now read « second

time,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
F. Wilson) moved—
That the debate be adjourned,
Motion put, and a division faken with
the following result:—

Ayes .- .. ..o 22
Noes .. .. .. 18
Majority for o4
AYES.
AMr. Brown Mr. Aitchell
Mr. Cowcher Mr. Monger
Mr. Davies Mr. N. J. Moare
Mr. Draper Mr. 5. F. Moore
Mr. Foulkes Mr. Osborn
Mr, Gregory Mr. J. Price
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Troy
Mr. Hayward Mr. A. A. Wllson
Mr. Jacaby Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Keenan Mr. Gordon
Mr. Layman (Teller).
Mr. Male |
NoEs,

Mr. Angwin Mr. W. Price
Mr. Bath Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Holton Mr. Swan
Mr. Collier Mr. Taylor
Mr. Gourley Mr. Underwoad
Mr.. Hoiman Mr. Walker
Mr. Horan Mr. Ware
Mr. Johnson Mr. Heltmann
Mr. Mchowall {Peller).
Mr. O’Loghlen

Motion
Journed.

thus passed; the debate ad-
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MOTION—RAILWAY PROJECT,
LEONORA-LAWLERS.

Dehaie resumed from the 22nd Septem-
ber on the motion of Mr. Gourley: “That
in the opinion of this House the present
railway line should be extended to Law-
lers from Leonora at the earliest possible
date.”

Mr. TROY (M(. Magnet): [ regret
that on a question of this importance and
that is so worthy of the attention of the
House, I find myself opposed to the mo-
tion as it stands on the Notice Paper, and
that before I conclude my remarks I shall
find il essential in the best interests of
the State fo méve an amendment to it.
I do this not with any desire to deny
Lawlers railway communication, because
I hold it is absolutely necessary, if that
distriet is te progress, and if we are to
do justice to it, we mnst give it railway
ecommunication., The only thing I have
to cavil at is the fact that Lawlers has
not had railway communication earlier,
that in the earlier days when all the talk

was of the construetion of a railway from’

Mount Magnet to Lawlers, and when sev-
eral (fovernments promised the construe-
tion. (he line was not then put in execu-
tion. My objection to the ronte £rom
Leonora to Lawlers is not with any in-
tention of objecting te Lawlers getting
railway eommunication, but because I
hold that our dnty in Parliament, our
oniy duty to the country and eur consti-
tuents, is to give justice to every portion
of the State, no matter where it may be;
and in order to have justice done to every
part of the State, I hold the railway
should not be construcied from Leonora,
but should be construeted so that Lawlers
may be bronght into closer touch with its
notural port, Geraldton. If the State
is to he developed to ifs greatest eapa-
citv. if we are going tn give fhe people
in the remote portions of the State an
opportunity of developing their districts,
we can only do it by giving them reason-
able and cheap facilities for communica-
tion with the seaboard. I hold that no
maiter what opinion may be expressed
by those in favour of the Leonora route,
they are utterly misguided in their in-
tentions, and that by advocating the exten-
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sion from Leonora they arve doing an in-
Jjustice (o their own people, because ihey
are saddling for all time a burden on
those people that they should not be called
upon to bear. The member for Leonora,
io his vwn way of thinking, has possibly
done the right thing in moving the mo-
tion, but when we are asked to huild a
railway it is for all time and not for any
one vear or two. We are now asked to
build for all time a railway whose purpose
must be the development of the State,
and particularly the development of the
East Murchison goldfields, in which Law-
lers is included. If we are going to pur-
sue the policy of centralisation in drain-
ing every portion of the State into one
or iwo ports, then we are going to do
something that I bold in the end will not
be in the best interests of the State. It
may be all right for a day or two, it may
serve the particular interests of a section
for a day or a year, hut in the end it
will be a bad thing for the State, and
Parliament should not allow it for ome
moment. By the construction of the rail-
way line proposed in the motion we would
saddle the people of the Lawlers gold-
field with a burden of additional taza-
tion if we compel them for all time to
pay freight for the whole of their pro-
duce right from Perth via Leonora.

Mr. Gourley: But the people are pre-
pared to pay il.

Mr. TROY: Whatever a handful of
the people may say to-day is not to be
considered; we must consider what is
in the interests of the majority and of
those who wil! be in the distriet in years
to eome. We do not build this line for
the benefit of a few individuals to-
day, we build it for the development of
the Stale and for the benefit of the peo-
ple who are to come in the future, and
it is a fair thing we should give every
reasonable consideration to those and give
them the cheapest and best facilities.
Apain, this adveeacy of the extension
from Leonora by a few people, if not
due to a misguided view, must be due tn
their outlook, because for some years past
Lawlers has been served from Leonora,
which is the nearest point of railway
communieation to-day, and, npaturally,
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when the ontlook of the people is towards
a certain centre, the thoughts of the peo-
ple run in that divection, and as a result
of the number of people travelling via
1.eonora and receiving their produece frow
that divection, their minds naturally in-

cline towards having railway coin-
munication from Leonora. But there
was a time not long  sinee  when

the outlook was in an entirely eontrary
direction, because before the construction
of the railway line from Menzies to Leon-
ora the people of Lawlers were served
by railway communication at Mt. Mag-
net, and in the mouths of everybody in
the State the railway that was always
mentiocned to connect Lawlers with the
railway system was the Mt. Magnet-Law-
lers railway. In faet, the matter was
brought before Sir John Forrest, and
later on it was hrought before Sir Walter
James when Premier, and both these Pre-
miers recognised the claims for railway
communication between Lawlers and Mt.
Magnet, in order to bring the Bast Mur-
chison goldfield in touch with its natural
nart, Geraldton. There was no other
ronfe suggested in those days, and there
would not have been any other route sng-
rested to-day but for the faet that the
Fastern Goldfields line was extended fo
Leonora. and Lawlers was brought int»
nearer touch with railway eommunie:-
tion at Leonora than at Mt Magnet.
[ have already intimated my intention of
moving an amendment to this motion he-
fore I have concluded my remarks. and
that amendment will be one that I think
will meet with the approval of the great
majority of the members. I had not the
pleasure of hearing the speech of the
member for Leonora when he introduced
this motion, but T have had the oppor-
tunity of reading his speech in Hansard,
and T will say that he put forward every
argurent he could possibly secure in sup-
port of his particular contention. T have
no ohjection to his doing that, for I deem
it to he his place to do so, but I shail
endeavour to show later on that many of
his arcoments were extravagant and had
no partienlar bearing on the railway line
fo Lawlers, or more particularly the rail-
way from T.eonora to Lawlers. The
major portion of his speech did not dezl
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with Lawlers, but Wiluna, a locality
which is 120 miles from Lawlers, and
whieh, if a railway were constructed
from Leonora to Lawlers, would be 1o
nearer railway commuynication than
served as it is to-day from Naunine. 1

shall ask members to look up the
hon. member’s speech and they will
find that the major portion of it

has reference to Wiluna, and tbat his
remarks are in rvegard to the great possi-
bilities of that distriet, the production of
that fleld, the disadvantages under which
it lahours, and its isolation. Tt is one of
the great arguments used in sopport of
the line to Lawlers going via Leonors.

Ar. Gourley: The State Mining Bn-
ginesr recommends a railway from Law-
lers to Wiluna.

Mr. TROY: The member must remem-
ber that Lawlers has not a vailway to-
day, and before Wiluna ean get a line
from there, Lawlers itself must be can-
nected. What have the possibilities of
Wiluna 1o do with a line from Leonora
tn Lawlers? Wiluna is not served from
Lawlers fo-dav. It is in the East Mur-
chison distriet just as Black Range is,
95 miles away, and Younanme, G0 miles
away., Wiluna is now served from Nan-
nine. all the commodities it needs being
obhfained from that place. Therefore, T
contend that on this ruestion of a rail-
way route to Lawlers the distriet of Wil--
una shonld he set aside. Any argument
used with regard to that district in sup-
port of (he eonstruction of a line from
Leonora to Lawlers applies in exactly the
same manner in support of any other
route, Wiluna is ahout the same distance
from Lawlers as from Nannine. and
it is nearer to Sandstone, being only
100 miles from there, and yet we
find the areater portion of the member’s
speech taken up by references to Wiluna.

My, 8, F. Moore: He does not know
the country.

Mr. TROY: To the nnitiated his ar-
guments may have appeared plausible,
hut what must be the poverty of his ar-
gument when he found it necessary to
drag in a locality 120 miles away in or-
der tn make ont a case for his partienlar
railway. I have been told, thong'. I do
nut know whether it is true, that in the

-
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Kingdom of Heaven. the sireris are
paved with gold. 1 wonder whether the
hon. member will mention this partieular
Kingdom as an argument in supporr of
his railway. lLet us et down to  the
legitimate argwioents as to the routes with-
ont having regard to lecalities away off the
ling, and which have no hearing upon the
question. Al avguments in  favour of
the line ruiming from lLeenora o Tawlers
can be dealt with in the same manner as
I have just dealt with the =peech of the
mover. The advocates of the Lewnors
extension quoted the State Minjine -
gineer and the greater portiem ol ibeir
advocacy is based vpon the report of tant
official.  The State Mininz Engineer is
their foundation,” for withont Lim tley
would have ne cace whatever. Decause
he bappened to have pone vhiough and
reported favourably on thar partienlar
route, their whole hope is eentred in his
report.  Mr. Montgenery reported on
Lake Way, Darlot, Sir Samuel, and othev
distriets, from Wilnna 120 miles away
right to Lawlers. and all the localities
were (uofed in support of the contention
that the line sheuld run from Leonora.
None of these places would be served by
railway communicalion, such as is de-
sired by the State Mining Engineer, or
reecommended by him, from Leonora to
Lawlers, nor by a railway from Sand-
stone to Lawlers. I do not claim that,
although it was claimed by the advocates
of the Lecnora extension. Lake Darlet,
Monnt Sir Samuel, and Kathleen Valley
are tight away from Lawlers, and could
be used just as well in support of the
route from Sandstone to TLawlers as in
support of the Leonora ronte. Let us
zet down to arguments as to the rival
routes and as to what should be put for-
ward on behalf of hoth. We heard, in
support of the Leonora extension, thal
there is a helt of awriferous country right
from that place to Lawlers, and the hon.
member, who was not the only one who
referred to them, spoke of various mines
which would be served hy the proposed
railway. In the course of his remarks
the mover said—

“How different it is from Leonora
to Lawlers where we have first the

(35)

a3

Trump. then the Gold Blocks, State
Mill; Mount George, Diorite, King of
the Hills, dMount Stirling, Mouant Clif-
ford. Wilson’s Patech, and Bannock-
burn. which provide a total of 25 leases
and ave responsible for no less than
35 head of stamps.”

Tle Trump is pot forward as a mine In
be served by the railway fromn Len-
nora {¢ Lawlers, and this argument
is one of the principal ones used. T have
stood in ihe sireets of Leonora, and have
seen the popper legs of the Trumip mine.
Mr. Gourley: You may have a good

eyesight.
Mr. Taylor: More imagination than
evesight.
Me. TROY : The Trump mine

would not ohtain any more advantase
from the extension of rhe railway from
Leonora to Lawlers than it does {o-day
with Leonora as the terminns. Aaything
desired in connection with the supplies
far that mine comes from leonora which
will he the nearest place to it no matter
how far north the railway goes. The Gold
Blocks is another mine in the vicinity of
Leunora. It could not he heiter served
by a railway to Lawlers from Leonara
than by the present ZLeonora railwav,
Then reference is made to the State miil.
One marvels at the poverly of such an
argwnent.  The mill is a puablic hattery
erected by the State to crush the Leonora
stone. Ji is the Leonora State battery.
T may just as well ask for railway ex-
tension from Black Range to Lawlers
becanse the Black Range State mill i=
four miles towards Lawlers. I will re-
frain from doing that; T will not expose
myself to the ridicule of the House by
bringing forwward an argument of that
nature. I merely mention these cases in
nrder to expose the fallaey of the argu-
ments used by the member for Leonora.
I do not ohjeet to a railway to Lawlers.
for T am in favour of one. Then men-
tion is made of the Mount George. the
[orite, the King of the Hills, Mouni
Stirling, Mount Clifferd, Wilson’s Patch,
and Bannockburn. On paper that looks
all very well, but whbat is the gold pro-
duction of these particular loealities. and
how many vears have they been in rourse
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of exploitation? How many years bave
they been held, and what does the State
Mining Engineer say about these mines?
What is the population of these dis-
triets? Tor it must be borne in mind
that the question of population is a very
important one in eonneetion with a pro-
pusal of this kind. We are not going to
bnild a railway to serve holes in the
ground, we are going to build a railway
te serve popuiation. The State Mining
Engineer is nol silent on the guestion of
population, why not give his remarks?
T hope this information will be given by

the hou. memher when replying. Let me
give the gold production. My figures are

supplied by the Mines Department. The
total production to the 31st July, 1908,
in the Mouunt Maleolm distriet is as fol-
lows:—Mount Clifford, 7,000 ounces;
Wilsan’s Patch, 9,000 ounces; Bannock-
burn—a weighty argument—G3 ounces.

Mr. Gourley: The mines there are jusl
opened uap.

Mr. TROY: And the Stafe Mining
Engineer reported on them many years
ago. To-day the total production is 63
ounces. Then how old are the King of
the Hills and the Diorite King mines?
They were established in 189S, and they
have produeed a total of 956 ounces.

Mr. Gourley: Tt is a tolal of over
20,000 ounces.

Mr. TROY: I have here the return
signed by the Under Seeretary for Mines.

Mr. Gourley: You bave very bad in-
formation. The Diorite Wing distriet
has produced a very great quamlity of
gold.

Mr. TROY: I am not referring to the
Dioriie district, but to the mine, and the
figures I give are published in returns by
the Mines Department.

Mr. Collier: Thar is the information
yon prepared for the deputation.

Mr. TROY: I am not so foolish as to
imagine that if T make an erroneons
statement a wmember has not the oppor-
tunity of finding it onl. These figures
may not be correet, but they were snp-
plied to me by the Mines Department. It
would he ahsurd to zo with a deputation
and state that these were my own firures.

The fizures are those of the Mines Te-
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partinent, and must be eorrvect, and being
gorrect all T ean say is {hal there must be
a lot of duffer shows there. T am refer-
ring te Mount Clifford, Wilson’s Pateh,
Bannockbury, Ring of the Hills, and Dio-
rife.

Mr. Taylor: Have you wot the Little
Wonder there. Tt has produced mtore
ggld than any of those yon have spoken
of.

Mr, TROY: No, I have not that mine
ineluded, but I hope it has produced all
the gold the hon, member states. Apart
from that, there is nothing parlienlarly
wonderful in this return, but I do not
want to deprecate these mines; I want to
deprecate the arguments the hon, member
for T.eonora used in connection with the
distriets that T have referred to. With
regard to all the other localities, the fig-
ures that T have here have been obtained
from the Mines Departmeut and they can
e vouched for.

Mr. Gourley: Youn have heen a member
of Parliament for a number of years
and you should yonrself be hetter ac-
quainted with the gold output.

Mr. TROY: At any rate T wonld not
use such ahsurd arguments as have been
wsed here in connection with the mines
in the districts that I have named.
Another argument used in favour of the
construction of the line from Leonora was
the prohihitive cost of firewood and tim-
ber in the Lawlers district, people having
to go out 30 miles for it; but I would
point onf that Lawlers is 80 miles from
Leonora, and if Leonora has not sufficient
mining timber where is Lawlers to get it
from? We are told that these people
have to go 80 miles away for their timber
hecause there is no mining timber at Law-
lers.

The Premier: There is sawn timber,

Mr. TROY : Of course, but a great prb-
portion of mining timher is not sawn; it
is round. I have seen very little sawn
timber on mines unless it he in the shafts.
Tf the railway were built from Sand-
sone any amount of timber ecould he ob-
tnined from the Midland line or around
Geraldton. The localities which were men-
tioned hy the hon. member as heing be-
lween T.eonora and Lawlers, and whici
were spoken of a< reqniring railway eom-
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munication. will also need mining timber
and fuel, and if they are a3 promising as
we have been told they are, then whatever
firewood supplies they may huve will be-
long to them and no Government should
be asked to conxtruct a railway to those
oealities to iake that firewood from them.
If these localilies are as prosperous as
we have heen told they are, and if their
possibililies are so great they will
naturally want all the timber and fire-
wood for themselves. for the only five-
wood theve is mulga. The whole of the
distriet is mulga eountry. It strikes me
that there is something wrong either with
these localities, or with the arguments nsed
by the bon, memhber regarding firewood.
There are a few other statements that T
want to eombat, and which I deem to be
inaecurale in coonection with the pro-
posed Leonora-Lawlers ronte, 1 have al-
ready pointed out that Wiluna will not
be affected hy this railway. Wilnna is
120 iles away, and it cannot he served
better to-day fhan from Nannine, Tt
would be impassible to carry goods all the
way round from Kalgeorlie fo Leonora
and Lawlers to serve Wilnna, Tt would
he far cheaper to eonvev them from Nan-
nine.

The Minister for Mines: Presuming
the raillway went from Black Range to
Lawlers, it would he an advantage (o
Wiluna.

Mr. TROY: I sm pointing out Llhar
Wiluna ean have no definlie advaniage
unless it has railway communication of
its own. When the Black Range line is
completed, the terminus will be as elose
to Wiluna as the line would be if eom-
pleted to Lawlers. WReference has heen
made to  Kathleen Valley. Mount Sir
Samuel, and Darlot. and we have been
tnld Lhat there are great possibilities re-
marding copper at Kathleen Valley. 1
hape that may be so. and far be it {rom
me to depreeate the mining industry any-
where. I want to deprecate the remarks
of the hon. member however, hecause
they are not logical when we test them.
Kathleen Valley is a localify which
has possibilities of copper produetion,
and the memher for Leonora states that
it will be seen from the Mining En-
ineer’s report that there are mines of

sreat  promise  yielding thousands of
onnves in that distriet. Then he goes on
to <ay thal fhere iz trouble with regaid
to firewood at Kathleen Valley, and that
the smelters at Fremantle would also im-
prove the prospecis & great deal, but not
enongh 1o enable the mines to be profil-
ably worked, and that local smeltine
wonld really afford the only liope of per-
manent suceess, hut until there is railway
communieation this also gives little ro-
wise on aceouni of the want of pood tuel,
Tt will he =een therefore that the State
Mining Engineer holds that in order {n
develop the Kathleen Valley eopper lodes
railway connnunieation is essential to that
distaict. Tt wonld not pay it is said o
take ore to Fremantle to have it smelted
there. Since Kathleen Valley is 33 miles
from Lawlers towards Wiluna, how ean
a railway from Teonora to Lawlers affoet
the fuel supply of Wathleen Valley? It
cannnt do ik, 'We should have to huild
the railway to Kathleen Valler. [t is not
on the route; it is on another route. It is
an absurd argument to nuse, and it appears
to we that the State Mining Engineer’s
report is taken almaost as written. for ar-
gument,

Mr. Gouriey: Would yon not take the
State Mining Engineer’s rvepmt? T
would prefer to take it.

Mr. TROY: I am not eavilling at the
report. but the State Mining Engineer is
no more infailible than any other man.
T have known mining men before depre-
cate a field which subsequently turned ont
to be a very valuable one. A well known
mining man spoke deprecatingly of the
Meekatharra field eight or ten years ago.
and fo-day that field is one of the most
prosperous in the State. 'We are told with
regard to Mount Sir Samuel, and the
State Mining Engineer is again quoted.
thai mining timber and firewood are gei-
ting scarce in the neighhourhood of the
Belle Vue mine, and that teams have to
go out 30 miles East for pum mining tim-
her, and firewood is being eut out for
aboni eight miles to the south and east.
The State Mining Engineer is quoted fur-
ther—

“The lake and sandyv ecountry yield
next to no fimber, but there is good
firewood ahount nine miles to the north-
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west. To the north the wood cutters are

getting to within three miles of Kath-

leen Valley, but can go a loog distance

to the north-east withont interfering

with any other mines. Large mining

timbers have to he carted 80 miles.”
Here aguin  the Belle Voe mine near
Mount Sir Samuel would not he affected
as far as the fuel supply is concerned by
the railway from Leonora lo Lawlers, In
order to have any bearing the railway
would have to run throngh Lawlers to
Mount 8ir Samuel. Since it cannol affeet
it, how on earth can the fuel supply for
Sir Samuel have any bearibg on the rail-
way from Leonora to Lawlers. If Lawlers
is to be the terminus of this railway, in-
ing timber will have to be bronght all the
way from the timber mills, deposited at
Lawlers, and earled from there to Mouni
Sir Samuel.

The Minisler fur Mines: T1i the rail-
way is constructed from the other diree-
tion what effect will it have on the mines
there? '

Mr. TROY: If the railway is carried
on from Sandstone they will be able to
get their goods and mining timber at
muclt cheaper rates than rie Leonora.
And that faet can only bLe a beneficial
one. If T can get my goods, my mining
timber, and all reguirements cheaper,
then there will be more money in my
pocket than if T have to pay dearer for
then. There is still another inaceuracy.
The member for Leonora said that ac-
cording to the figures there are working
in the Lawlers district 1500 men. Ave
there?

Mr. Seaddan: Yes.

Mr. TROY: Where?

Mr. Seaddan: In the distriet.

Mr. TROY: The number of electors
on the Leonora roll is but little over 3,000,
and sinee it embraces Leonora, Giwalia,
Murrin Murrin, Maleolm, Kathleen Val-
ley, Mt. Sir Samuel, Darlot, and the rest.
it most have 10.000 people in it. How
then are there 1,500 people working at
Lawlers? T hope there are. I am omly
pointing out that these remarks ave full
of inacenracies, and T want to explode
them. TFf the hon. memher’s calenlations
be correct, the papulation of Lawlers is
6.000 adults. and the eleetoval rvoll does
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not show it. That roll needs revision. I
really hope the hon. member is correct.
Again; T do not think this can be correct.
He stated that the estimated value of the
staled (bat the estimated value of the
machinery was £2800, 1 think that
must be a mistake.

Mr. Gourley: Yes; il is a wmisiake. T
said close on £200,000.

Mr. TROY: The hon. member put for-
ward anotber argument, and in support
of his eontention quoted the State Mining
Engineer. The State Mining Engineer
must have heen desperately anxious for
an argament in favour of Leonora if he
made any suc¢h statement, Speaking
of Kalgoorlie being the centre of the
mining industry the hon. member said
that at the present time we have at Kal-
coorlie large foundries turning oot a
aoreal deal of machinery; and he averred
ihal the State Mining Engineer had re-
ported as to Wiluna, in regard to sending
broken parts to Perth, that it took ten
weeks before such parts eonld be returned.
Then the hon. member went on to say
that if the line were constructed it would
only he a matter of a few days in send-
ing to Kaleocorlie. How could that be?
In the first place the machinery would
bave lo eome by team.

Mr. Gourley: That is incorrect.

Mr. TROY: T hope it will be noted
because T do not want any more of these
ineorreet statements. Even when the rail-
way 15 through te Lawlers, Wiluna will
still be 120 miles away. I hope ii is not
corveci; beeause a person who, to make
an argument for a railway, would ecart his
material from Wiluna to Leoneora and
then again to Sandstone would be a fit
inmgte for Claremont.

The Minister for Worke: Would be
not cart to Lawlers if the railway went to
Lawiers?

Mr. TROY: I have pointed oul that
Sandstone will he the nearest town to
Wiluna: abeat 110 miles.

The Minister for Works :
road.

Mr. TROY: The Black Range roads
hoard sent a man out recently to ent a
road. and they are quife safisfied they
can oel a really mood road When a rail-
wav reaches Lawlers it will be a similar

But a had
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distance from Wiuna. Then Sandstone.
a few months henee will he az close tn
Wiluna as Lawlers will be hy railway
eommunicution. What difference wil! a
railway to Lawlers make to Wiluna?

The Minister for Works: It will be
nearer the foundries of Kalgoorlie.

AMr. TROY: This railway is not to
serve the fonndries of Kalgoorlie to-day:
it is 1o serve the State for all time.

Mr. Taylor: Tt will not serve Rlack
Range.

Mr. TROY : It is to develop this State;
ta open up the State. TU is not for a
tew vears. hut for all time, and, therefore,
we can make no argumenf in regard to any
foundry at Kalgoorlie. TLet me say a
word in regard to my own pogition. The
hon, member for Mi. Margaret has said
it will not serve Black Range. T.et me
say T am making this speech with no
parochial intention. T ean quite uwnder-
stand that the member for Mt. Margaret
world be amazed at any one being able
to do anything except with parochial in-
tention: but 1 want it to be understood
that Sandstone to-day will be bet-
ter served by being the terminus than by
having any continuation.

The Premier: That is what T.eonora
thinks.

Mr. TROY : Leonora is the same. Since
my boundary is auiside Sandstone what
does it matier to me where the railway
goes? Tt does not matter in the slightest.
The terminus of my electorate will lose
a certain amount of trade, hecause this
railway 35 going through, but T am ex-
eriiug myself beeanse [ wish i to Le
nnderstood that T am fizhting for a por-
tion of this State, not in mmy own elector-
ate, but which is deserving of reasonable
eonsideration and which can only get that
reasonable consideration by heing civen
s natural trade. T want to say that if a
railway were bronght forward whose righi-
ful terminus was the port of Albany, hou.
memhers would not aceuse another meni-
her of parochialism if he got up and ad-
vocated Albany.

Alr. Seaddan: What aboul Esperance?

Mr. TROY : Well, advocate Esperance:
bring it forward. Although vou pretend to
want Esperance no definile action is taken
in rezard to bringing it forward. The
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people who talk Esperance are the people
who have been talking Fsperance in re-
gard fo this railway. Certain Eastern
Goldtields newspapers admit that Ger-
aldton is the natural port, but they say,
“So is Esperance.”” The West Austra-
lian says the same. Well, why not bring
forward a resolution for Esperance? Do
not let us pretend that the intention is
to have the port at Fremantle if Esper-
ance is intended. We say Geraldton
should be the port, but we are not pre-
tending thal we want Fremantle, We have
the suggeslion already that Esperance is
the natural port. Now we have heard the
main arguments for the Leonora exten-
sion—the mines en ronte. What is to he
said for the Sandstone extension? T hold
that I am speaking without any personal
interest in this conneetion. .As a member
of the House I want to say that the argu-
wents in favour of the extension from
Sandstone are overwhelming, In the first
place Geraldton is about 200 miles closer
to Lawlers than is Fremantle or even Es-
perance.  The distance respeetively is, Ger-
aldion to Lawlers, 409 miles: Fremantle
to Lawlers, 628 miles. Therefore, the dis-
tance to lawlers from its natural port,
(ieraldton, is shorter by over 200 miles
than is the distance from Lawlers (o auy
other pori.

Mr. Seaddan: Why do vou not adve-
cale that the line should go rizht throurh
to counect there?

Mr. TROY: The argument in rezard to
cheapness is overwhehning also.  And,
.after all. that is what we must note, and
that must be the only argument in reward
tn railway communiecation te open up any
Joeality.  Lawlers vannot be develeped
by any false senliment mr regard to Leo-
nova. It ean only e opened np by giv-
ing it eheap railway comumunication: and
I want to poinl out thar in order to have
cheap railway communication i must have
a railway shorter hy 200 miles than that
advocated hy the member for Leonora.
Let us take some commodities and show
the difference in regard to freight. Min-
inz machinery. five tons. from Geraldiran
to Lawlers will eost £3 11s. 2d., whereas
from Fremantle via Leonora the cnst will
he £4 18s. {id.. or a difference in favour of
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Geraldon of £1 7», dd.
a difference in  favowr of Gerald-
ton of Jds. &d.; while sawn timber
shows a difference in favour of Geraldton
of 9z. 1d.” Will the hon. member deny
that the corporation in this State whieh
enjoys almost a monopoly of the sawn
timber trade has an ageney in Geraldton,
a distributing ageney for the whole dis-
trict?

The Minister fur Works: What does it
cost to take timber lo (Geraldton?

Mr. TROY: Much less by sea travel
than by railway to Leonorn.

Mr. Seaddan: Yes; bat a private ecom-
pany wets the benefit.

Mr. TROY : Noj; there is a greai deal
too mueh said on behalf of that eompany.
Geraldton must necessarily beecome an im-
portant port. Anyhody who looks ahead
must recognise this. And, being an im-
porlant port of an important distriet, it
s hound to have all the great commerecial
concerns which are to be found in every
port for the distribution of various com-
modities; and as we are building this rail-
way ot for a few years hut for all time,
we have to consider the advantage to the
Lawlers district of being bhrought into
direct eommunication with its natural
port. I contemplate that in a few years’
time Geraldton will he a big place of
20,000 people. when we take into con-
sideration the land settlement that has
progressed in the district and the produe-
tinn of its ontlying cenires. For galvan-
jsed iron the difference in favour of the
Geraldton ronte is £1 18s. 6d. per ton,
and for tea, drapery, and clothing the dif-
ference is £2 19s. Td. per ton in favounr
of Geraldton, while for cyanide the dif-
ferenee is £2 9s. 3d. per ton in favour of
Geraldion. Tn faet, the difference right
through is in faveur of Geraldten to a
large extent.

Mr. Secaddan: What is the difference
on Rangoon candles?

Mr. TROY: On eandies the difference
is £2 8s. 18. On groeeries generally it is
£2 8s. 1d. These are all things required
in the Lawlers district and which, if that
locality is to be developed in a proper
manner. must he obiained cheaply. Tt
should also he understond that many of

Grain shows
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the steamers that eall at Fremantle from
the Hastern States call at Geraldion also,
and vessels evine from Eurvope to Ger-
aldton direct.  Geraldton is no paliry
port. All these facts eannot be combated,
and all go to show——

Mr. Scaddan: That you are interesied.

Mr. TROY: All go to show that Ger-
aldton is a port that will serve the Law-
lers field, and if we are going to view this
railway from a practical standpoint, leav-
ing out the sentimental standpoint of Leo-
nora and the Eastern Goldfields, we have
to admit that Lawlers should be brought
into communication with Geraldion, and
that any railway from Lawlers to Gerald-
ton should he via Sandstone. There ix
another faet to be considered. In order
to construet the railway the Government
must make importaiion of the material,
and that material will not be conveyed
along the Midland Railway but will be
taken straight to Geraldton, as in the case
of the Blaclk Range railway material, and
the saving in this respect to the Govern-
ment should he £2,000. If we are going
to view the railway from a practieal
standpoint, and to construct it with the
view to giving cheap facilities, there is only
one argument with regard to the railway,
and that is that it should be eonstructed
from Geraldton via Sandstone. In re-
gard to interjections, I may say that [
have no interest in the matter other than
that it is my duty as a representative of
the people in the IHonse, and I approach
it from that standpoint alone. I bave not
twopenee worth of property interested in
it; T have no property interest, but 1
have an interest in the distriet and in the
State; and in order to give the penpls
cheap and effective facilities for transit.
I am advocating the hest possible route
and the cheapest route. It appears to
me there are some very simple folk in
this House. They are apparently led by
the nose in rezard to their particular ad-
voeagy of the route from Leonora because
a fell individuals yell out for Leonora.

Mr. Scaddan: What about Mr. Coch-
rane?

Mr. TROY: I do not associate myselt’
with Mr, Cochrane; but, at the same time,
Mr. Clochrane has his own opinion and is
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entitled to it. He is » worthy exponent
of his opinion; and becanse he expresses
it well, and with econsiderable ability,
there is no reason why he should be made
the subject of comment in the House.
I am perfectly sure he has no personal
consideraiion in the matter.

Mr. Gourley : He will be the next mem-
ber for (eraldton.

Mr. TROY: He is ot advoeating it
beeause he will be the next member for
Geraldton. The present member for Ger-
aldton is advoeating it; and I am ad-
vaeating it as the member for Mt. Magnet :
anil others advocate it. not hecguse they
are members fer (teraldton or hecause
they have any interest in the dis-
trict, but hecause they want ta see
Justice  done (o every portion of
the Staie and the hest interesis
of the State looked after as a whole.
That is why they attended the receni de-
putation. I have no remarks to make
in regard to the gentlemen who attended
the deputation; they have their own opin-
ions, and can express them: I simply
eXpress my own opinion as {o the best
ronte for the railway. We are told ihere
is no anriferous couniry between Sand-
stone and Lawlers. T shall refrain trom
quoting the distriet known as Hancoek’s.
four miles easi of Sandstone: it would he
absurd and ridiculous to gnote it; hui
thore who advoeate the other route quote
every tiddly-winking properly along the
route, 1 shall not even refer to the In-
domitable lease; I only quote Maninga
Marley, 1% miles from Sandstone, which,
although in existence only a few years.
has produced 27.000 ounces of gold, and
has a population of 200 souls. We can-
not find 200 souls between Leonora and
Tawiers.

*Mr. Gourley: If we gel (he line goinr
we might have a thoosand.

Mr. TROY: T hope so: but in the
other case we have the people there with-
out a line; yet this is a loeality they claim
is not auriferons. There are other loeal-
ities in the immediate vieinity I shall not
speak about. hut T want to make a refer-
ence to another reporl which was eiren-
lated in the TWest Australinn by a reporter
who went up there recently to make in-
quiries. and if ever there was mn innocent
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sbread there was an iunoceni ahread io
this gonnection. The report says—

“On ile Sandstone route, however,
there is nothing being worked hevond
the Maniuga Marley, 19 miles from
Sandstone.  Mosl of the intervening
strip of 76 miles is considered not even
auriferous by practical miners. The
tact that a large area is held under
pasloral lease also sirengthens that
conelusion.”

Just imagine letling any man like thal
zo out on a goldfield! Long hefore gold
was heard of or known to exisi in this
State some of the people who were mind-
ing sheep sat on the rveefs. A shepherd sat
bundreds of times on the reef of the
Euwmerald Mine al Yalgoo, which proved
wonderfully rich, and did not know there
was any gold on it. The whole of the
Murchison was peopled hy pastoralists
years before any gold was  discovered,
In fact, the early prospectors who went
there got their supplies from the pastoval-
1ste; and (his stalement that the facl
that a lurge area is held under pastoral

, lease strengihens the econchision that if

1= nol

even auriferous  is  ahsolule
Balderdash.
The Minister for Works: Whe says
that?

Mr. TROY: The rvepurter sent up by
the "West Justralian to make out a case
for the T.eonora route, and he largely
yuotes from the report of the State Min-
ing Engimeer. At any rate. that argu-
went will nol sland good: it is a most
ridiculous one. He also says—

“Tt would also he strange if. out of
the 2,000 miners wlho visited the old
allnvial field at Black Range, many en-
terprising men left ihis tract of coun-
fry unprospected.”

The majority of these 2,000 men found
snulfictent for their wanis al Black Rance.
and stayed there. Thi= also is no argu-
ment, Years agn thouzands of propeetors
left Cue and found Lawlers. but left
Black Range in hetween, and thousands
of prospectors bave come down from Pil-
hara to ('ne and passed Peak Hill. and
have then gone hack from Cue to Peak
Hill and lefi Meckatharra unprospected.
Twelve vears ago T went through Meeka-
tharra to Abhatts and Peak Hill. wheve
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there were thonsands of wen, while there
were only ten at Meekatharra. The per-
son who would use this argument as a
proof that there is no gold between Law-
lers and Sandstone knows nothing about
auriferous couniry or the possibilities of
a goldfield. Not only was Black Range
left neglected for years, but for some
years there was a hattery at the south
end of Black Range, and even that was
left idle. It was years after that the pros-
pectors eame back and rediscovered Black
Range. Even while the teams from Mount
Magnet to Lawlers, when Lawlers was
being served from Mount Magnet, weni
across the distrief, and hundreds of pas-
sengers and travellers crossed over, Black
Range was also left wntouched and not
found by them. Yet this individual says
that one of the proofs that there is no
auriferous country between Lawlers and
Black Range is that people have gone
across it and found nothing. They may
go on doing that for hundreds of years,
but it proves nothing. Again, there is
another argument this reporter uses—

“Mr. Finch. 5 miner all his life, and |

a resident of the Lawlers distriet for
the past 14 vears, states:—T do not
know of any auriferous country until
von get G0 miles between Lawlers and
Sandstone, for T have been over it
dozens of times.!”
Ar. Finch has been snch an enterprising
man that he remained in Lawlers for all
these years in spite of the fact that the
Blaek range distriet broke out. The report
roes on to say—
“QOther miners also spoke in the same
tone.”
These men who had been 14 vears at Law-
lers were satisfied there was nothing in
between Lawlers and Mount Magnet, and
they left Black Range to be found by
athers, And now on the sirength of the
assertion of these men who have been 14
vears in Lawlers, and negiected Black
Range, we are asked to accept it as proof
that there is no auriferous country he-
{ween Black Range and Lawlers.
not knnw whether there is any awriferous
country hetween Maninga Marley and
Tawlers. I have heen twice aeross from
Teanora to Mount Magnet. and T know
the ronte, T have never prospected if. and

Ido .
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I do not know whether there is very much
there. Neither will any otber man uniil it
is prospected.

Mr. Gourley: You have told us what
there is hetween Lawlers and Leunora,
why not tell us about this distriet?

Mr. TROY: [ have criticised what wis
said by the member for Leonora. After
reading the speech of that hon. member.
and the quotations in it from the reporls
of the State Mining Engineer, it would
be difficult if one did not know a good
deal of the country hetween Leonora and
Lawlers. I make bold to say that there
are very few goldfields in this State where
one cannot find signs of gold every few
miles. T am sure there will he gold founid
hetween Maninga Marley and Lawlers in
the futore, as there has hetween Mount
Magmet and Lawlers. We heard a great
deal about mining timber, but if it is pos-
sible that there is no gold hetween Alai-
inga Marley and Lawlers, all that huwe
helt of valuable fuel, which is now intac,
will be of the utmost valne to Lawlers.
1t is to that distriet Lawlers will have tn
lank for itz future snpply. There is a
belt of 70 miles of unent timber countrv
there. That is the only place from which
Lawlers will be able to obtain an adequate
sopply for vears to eome, unless other
gnld mines are found there. Ome other
vemark with regard to the plan of the
proposed route and the article that ap-
peared in the Western Madl. I find on
the bhack of the map a large advertise-
ment, oceupying nearly the whole page.
of (. W, White, general storekeeper of
Lawlers. He is the chairman of this par-
ticular proposal for a railway from Leo-
nora to Lawlers. Then Mr. H. Pool, the
proprietor of the Cinderella battery at
Lawlers, also advertises and states in the
advertisement that he ernshes for 10s. fid.
per ton. Prospectors in that distriet will
he pleased to see this advertisement. 1
want to refer to this statement which
appears in his advertisement—

“Mr. J. C. Riechards (Richards and
Pool} in the eourse of a chat on mining
matters said, “There will be plenty of
#old here when T am dead and gone.
There is also some very prowising goun-
try for prospecting 40 miles north of
Lawlers. known as Rirrigrin. T was
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over this coutntry 18 wonths ago, and
although 1here was visible from the road
a line oif reets on both sides. | saw no
evidences of prospecting, [ have heen
engaged in mining for (he past 50
yvears and have seen nothing hetfer any-

where trom o progpecting  point  of
view. | fraversed i for 24 miles and

was sl o the =ame promising eonn-

try. "

Birkizrin i= 25 nuies north of Sandstoue
atid is i the Cue electorate. It eould not
be served even by a rnilway from Sand-
stone  to  Lawlers.  That argument is
put  forward in favour of  a  fine
from  Leonora  to Lawlers, s
amusing (o think that even a reporter
should -be so  simple. or fthat any
man could put such balderdash in his
paper and ask people to believe it I
is absurd to think that people who know
anything ahout the geography of the
conutry, aml the position of the distriets
meniioned, could he taken in by a para-
araph of that sort. T shall conelude my
remarvks by raising another argument in
favowr of Geraldton. It s this:  The
Government have heen pursuing a poliey
of land settlement aud have cut up a grea,
deal of land round Geraldton., ronning
aven =0 far ax my eleciorale, They are
throwing open miflions of acres of land
east of the Midland railway line for settle-
ment,

Mr. Seaddan: Millions of acres?

My, TROY :» Yes: the whole of the
land east of the Midland is heing thrown
npen  for settlement  right up so far
as Pindar on the Murchison.

Mr. Monger: Have you gof mueh more
to mve us?

The DEPLTY SPEAKER
Memhers muast not interjeet.

Mr. TROY : It would e of no advan-
tage if T had a= the hon. member is tan
dense to understand it. My remarks are
made i(n the intellicent members of this
Chamber and not to any other persons.
In order to mve the Tarmers who have
settled and are setilinr on the land in the

Order.

locality T have menlioned a market for

their produce it is essential that they
shonld have the market which it theiis
munrally. The farmers around Gernld-
ton and cast of the Midland railwav. now
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on Government lawd, must be served with
a railway some day or other, so as to be
eiven their nataral outlet—the Murchison
fields. Lt is the duly of the Government
to give these people their natural warket.
If the Government did not intend Lo give
the people there a proper market for itheir
produce. they had no right whatever to
put them on the land.  This position must
be considered by the Government. The
member for Albany woald feel very ag-
arieved if g railway were to he built which
would deprive Albany of its natural eoun-
try, and so wouldt the people of Bunbury.
In the same way the people of Gerald-
ton will be more than aggrieved if they
are robbed of the trade whieh should
wo to that town. T am making this speech
on bebalf of the people wlhese inleresls
must he considered, and in order to serve
ihe best interests of the Staie. The Gov-
ernmeni should wot allow any great wroug
to he done sueh as will Dbe done if
the line is econstructed from leo-
nara to Lawlers,  TFf this iz done the
residt will be to cut off all these farmers
From their natural ouilet, Parlinment
should never ullow this to be done, and
my sugwesfivn is that the motion should
he amended so (hat it will be left to the
(iovernment o make the fullest inquiry,
to take into eonsidevation the con-
ditions. the loealities. and the people
to bhe served. snd then say which rvoute
the line should follow. This Parliament

camnt Judge, [ do not want members
to take my statements any more than
those of the membher for Leonora
or  the Minister for Mines.  They

have not the opportunity of secing the
eountry for themselves. ANl T wani is
that there shall be the fullest wnquiry. 1
desire the inferests of Geraldian, the natu-
ral port, to he served. and the Faivest
eonsideration given not only to the East
Murehison penple. by providing them with
clzenp Factlities for the development of
the enuntev. but also the farmers in the
variong districls T have mentioned hy
siving 1o them their natural market, T
mnve an amendment—
That all the words after —~Luwlers”

be struck oul.

My BATH (Brown Hilly: 1 second the
amendment.
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The MINISTER KFOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory): Before dealing with the
spuestionr befere the Honse 1 desire to
congralulate the member who has just
sat down upon the length of his remarks.
Certainly, he has submitted one or twn
very gond arguments, and bas given good
reasons why the railway should be bnilt
from Sandstone to Lawlers, but T think
those arguments could Lave heen given
voice to in a much shorter time. . The
maint question for us  to eonsider is
whether at the present time the develop-
ments which have taken place in that
northern field justify the eonstenction of
a railway. To a very greal extent it ap-
pears to have been taken fTor granfed
thay the developments which have one-
curred, fully justify the expenditure of
mongy for the porpuse of miving to Taw-
lers distriet vailway Ffacilities. Probably
considering the number of peaple at pres.
ent in that distriet it might be held thaf
the Government would not be justified
in hringing forward a Bill for the ecap-
struetion of the line, bat when one rare-
fully peruses the mining stalisties of fhe
field. and vemembers the difficulfies ne-
der which the properties have been
workeil, remembers the varions distrieis
that a railway will travel through he-
tween Leonova and Lawlers, the rieli pos-
sibilities of these districts whieh are now
semi-abandoned. T think. taking all these
cirenmstances into consideration, we enn
Justly elaim that a railway to the Lawlers
disiriet is in  everv sense justified.
As to where the railway should stant
from there is no doubt there is a great
deal in the arguments brought forward
by both sides. As far as the Belle Ve,
Kathleen Valley. and Mount Sir Samuel,
and the New HEngland distriets, and
Wiluna are eoncerned, T do not think
it matters mueh to the people in
those places whether the railway he
constructed  from Sandstone or from
Teonora. No greater advantage would
he given to them. If the railway
were  constructed from Sandstone therve
i= no doubt. as statistics prove so
vlearly, that the railway charges for the
carriage of goods and mining timber
would be less than if the railway were
construeted from T.eonora. That ground,
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and the further pround broughi forward
by the member tor Mount Magnet that if
the railway were constructed from the
Geraldton end it would give an advantage
to Lhe farmers in that district ave very
good arguments to bring forward in sup-
port of the construction from thai end.
On the other hand we have heard avgu-
ments brought forward by the member for
Leonora. As far as the people of Leu-
nora are concerned 1 do not believe they
want this vailway constructed at all. They
would prefer to continue to have the rail-
way terminus, and the people of the north
would have to convey their goods from
that ferminus as has been done for some
time past. I hardly ihink that the mem-
her for Leonora was justified in advane-
ing as an argument the gold yield of
mines sueh ag the Tromp and ofbers ad-
jacent to Leonora.  Sueh an argoment
must weaken his ecase. For under no eir-
cumstances would the construction of the
railway be of any assistance fo those
mines in any shape or form. We have
several mining distriers 1o the north, such
as Darlot, whiel the construetion of this
railway would bring within closer reach
than at the present time to the extent of
some 30 or 40 miles.  Darlot i a district
with big possibilities.  There bave heen
sroael mines opened up there, wines which
have Leen exreedingly vich: buf without
expenditure of large capital it is impos-
sible for that place tn develop in the fu-
fure. That district has returned up to
the present time gold of 1be value of over
£220,000.  Some 37.000 tons of ore have
been crushed for a return of over 345,000
ounces; yet 1 do not helicve af the pre-
sent time there ave vver 100 men employed
there. in fact T think the number is con-
siderably less. Tt should he our aim to
induce investors te take an ioferest in thaf
field. and taking the rich stone won there
in the past as a guide there should be a
really wood future in store For the dis-
triet. Then there is the Wilson's Tateh
distriet. That place has turned ouk
£40,000 worth of gold. The Diovite King
has turned ont €120,000 worth of gold.
"This is all the yold which has bheen won in
the distriets hetween Leonora and Luw-
lers. and districis which wonlid be served
by the railway, and which have heen
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proved io be auriferous almost the entire
lengzth between the present terminus and
the proposed terminus. On the other
hand east of Sandslone, ns the member
for Mount Magnel las mentioned, we
harve the Maninga Marlexy distriet whieh
iz remrning a very fair proportion of
gald up 1o the present time: in faet i
is a progperous little distriet, bat it is pot
a wreat distanece from Sandstone, being
only 18 or 19 miles away. and it will be
verved by the vailway whiel is al the
present rime heing exlended to the Black
Range disfricl.  rom Maninga Marley
to Lawlers theve are no mining opera-
tians, and although there arve one or two
places that might he worth prospeeting it
cau he said that therve is but litile anrif-
erous evnntry between those two places,
and the construetion of the railway from
Sandstone to Lawlers via Maninga Marley
wonld pass through desert country the
whole way. The fart that gold has not
heen discovered hetween those two dis-
triets I think would justify us in assum-
ing thal ihe probabilities are that gold
will not be disecovered there. There is a
little anriferous  eountry there, but
whether i1 will ever he found to be gold
producing or nof, it is hard to say. As
far a= the Tawlers distriet = eoncerned
that has turned onf an enorwouvs quanlity
of gold. Some 872,000 tons have heen
crushed for a vield of 370.000 ounces. 1
wang hon. menbers to note the figures
hecause they show the low nature of ihe
vield. 1 have not worked out the aver-
age, but il would be less than § dwts.
The Northern Gold Mines at Leonora have
been working gold of a valoe of 13s. or
16s, a ton, and in that district there is
little firewood, in faet it is almost devoid
of mining rimber and yet thex have been
able 10 strugzle along for years even
under present conditions.  The Vivien
ie anvther mine with stone of almaost
simthar value to thai heing treated at the
Northern Gold Mines. and it will prob-
ably mean that unless some assistance is
eiven to thaf district by nfeans of a rail-
way these two mines which af present
employ a large number of men may close
down. TIf we give them railway com-
munieation, and thus afford them facili-
tie= for abtaining fuel and mining sup-
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plies at considerably less cost than at
present, there should he a big future for
Lawlers.

My Collier: Where will they gel fuel!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T am
frying to point out that theve are argru-
ments in favour of the construetion of
the line hoth from Sandstone and fron
Leonorn. and 1 want to put a fair case
before the House. Geographieally the
railway should start from Sandstone, On
the other hand, if we build it from Leo-
nora.-we shall go through n greal denl of
auriferons eountry. I am puotling this
question fairly before hon. members =0
that on coming to a decision they may
kuow swhether the valee to tha State will
bhe zrealer by counstructing the railway
from Leonora or starting it from Sand-
stane. 1 think that is the fairest way of
putting the question. and T do net think
we uneed take notice of what some person
may have written to the newspapers. From
what T ean judge the Lawlers people eon-
sider that the best route would be from
Leonora. 1 think we should be able to
judge for ourselves with regard fo the
nining eonditions, and which woold bz
the mosl profitable to the State. If we
do not decide upon the construetion of
the railwny it may mean a great loss to
the State. becanse we mav have these
mines whicl at the present time are work-
ing in some instances at a loss. and in ne,
instances al any very great profil, closing
down., There i= something more o he
vonsidered than the construetion of this
line to Lawlers; there is the distriet to
the north of Lawlers which is sne of very
wreat promise indeed: ! refer to Mount
Sir Samuel. The Delle Vue mine there
has had many vieissiludes; it is known not
in he rich. but it is a mine which requires
smelters and fnrnaces for the purpoce of
treafing {he ores.  The ores eannot bhe
irenfed there exeept a: very great expense.
Fhen there i= Kathleen Valley, which at
the preseni time is almosl dewerted, but
there arve n few mines there which have
heen proved ta he exceedingly vieh in the
past. and T am sure if a railway were
construcied ¢lose 1o these disiricie it would
put fresh vim and energy inin mining
people and probably that district would
tuke a new lease of life. Tn wddition to
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Mount Sir Samuel snd Belle “ue there
are a ampber of  mining  propositions
which unotil recently were whandoned, hut
the promise of a five-head State mill re-
newed encrgy there aml [ believe there
are 15 uvr 14 shows working in addition
1o the Belle Vue mine. Then fnrther east
we have the New England distriet of
which reports have appeared in le Press
lately. There are a number of hig lodes
earrying wold, and some are of fair value,
and T am looking forward to diligeni
prospecting, and o the crushing planis
whieh are alveady going up there, result-
tng in some fair mining propositions be-
ing opened up.  Wiluon ilself is a dstriet
which requires carefnl eonsideration in-
deed. Tt is a mininyg disiriet whicin mn-t
have railway faeilities given 1o it. The
lodes lhere ave of enormaous size, earvyine
fair values. Mining linher is exceedingly
searce, and althowgh up v the present tie
values won have been Fairly large there
has heen nothing in the nature -f reason.
able protits from the work that has taken

place. That is the ease as far as T can
judge. To my mind the railway to Law-

lers is justified and I think it will repay
the State if we builid a light and cheaps
line. A cquestion which reguives  1le
aravest gansideradion is where the railway
shonld start fron. A= 1 have  stated.
seograplically, 1f we me zoing o stody
the people of Lawlers, T think it should
start from Sandstone; ou the other hand
we have s wmineral helt the whele way
from Teerncra, and if we ean<lynet the
railway from Leonora to Lawlers we are
hound to reopen many of iicse gond
mines which were worksd in the old davs
at. Wilson’s Pateh, Mount Clifford. Dio-
rite King. and in the Darlot districis.
After eavefully considering the merits of
hoth of these voutes, T feel inelined to
urge the claim for the constrmelion of
the railway from Leonora in preference
to the other end, hut further information
will he available should a Bill be hrought
down for the construetion of the line. T
hape the ftime will nol be far dis-
tant when we will be ahle to get
the whole railway system econneeted,
that 3= the Murchison fleld enpnee-
ted with the BEastern field. Whether
such a railway would pay at the present

| ASSEMBLY]

lime is problematical. Bui wher we have
the stoek route open trom tl Kimber-
leys to Wiluna; and when we have those
wines nozth of Lawlers also being de-
veloped, the question may take on a dif-
fevent aspeet. 1 had almwst Forcotten o
mention e fact that we hao several
copper lodes at Rathleen Valley; lodes
exeeedingly vieh i eopper. When T was
there, the shaft of one of fhese properties
wus down (o GO teel, #nd the lode was
from 4£t. Gin, to 5ft. wide; while the ore
ranged from 17 per cent. up lo 25 or 27
per cent.  So the prospeets of ihe eopper
lodes in the Kalhicen district nve exeeed-
ingly good. Stili. of course, without a
railway within reasonalbie dis-ance, those
lodes, even with 23 per eent, copper,
could not be profitably developed. Tak-
ing all things into consideration. T think
the vallway to lawlers ix fully justified.
and vn the gronnds thar the railway from
Leonora would open up anrviferons coun-
try for the grealer part of the distance
I think it wonll prove a greai advantage
to the State. and T wonld support a rail-
way from that end.

My, BATH (Brown Hil}) : The debate
which has laken place on this question
of a milway to Lawlers, while it gives
evidenve of a convensus of opinion as to
the clnims which Lawlers has for railway
constroclion, 18 cerfainly not very eon-
vinelpe to hon, members who are looking
For information as (o which ronte shounld
be adapted when the vonsiruction is de-
cided upon.  There has been =0 muech
talk of what is only problemarical and
vague, as 1u the prospects of this field
or of that centre; and rhat vagueness
has sv charaeterised even the remarks of
the Minister for Miues, who, as head of
the Mines Department. should have a
more intimate knowledge. perhaps. than
any oiher member of the House, thai T
certainly think hon. members should hesi-
rate hefore they express any uopinion in
favinr of one route as against the other,
In the past this aetion has been urged
by hon. members in recard lo other rail-
way propasitions. We have had pro-
posalz hrongbt forward, in the shape of
substantive motions, that vailway com-
munieation should he given in some par-



[13 Ovrorer, 1904.]

enlar ventre or another: and the whole
of the diseussion hag hinged, not on the
elaim of the particolar centre (o he
served with eommunieation, but rather on
the claims of one centre as against an-
other to be the starting point of the rail-
way. What T would like to ask the Min-
ister tfor Mines is as to whether this is a
queglion of serving Lawlers with a rail-
way, or a question of pandering to paro-
chial instincts at one end or the other to
the exclusion of any consideration of the
‘interests of the centre we arve asked fo
serve. Thal is the point we are asked to
decide.  We liave never heen asked to
vaote on any railway propesition but the
battle bas always been between centres of
an existing railway system. We have
anly to take the spur lines on the Great
Southern Railway to find that hon. mem-
bers have heen asked, not to vote on a
resolution, but to commit themselves fo a
railway proposition itsel€: and later un
we have had Ministers who snpported
that railway propoesition, afler visiting
the distriet adinitting that a great mistaka
had been made. Thai was lhe admisston
of the presenf Minister for Lands in re-
ward to one of the railways en the Creat
‘Sonthern.

The Premier: Which railway was thar!

Mr, BATH: From Katanning to Ke-
jonup. The Minister for Lands stated
that the best route had not been selected:
that was afier personal survey. The time
for cantion is not after. hut hefore, the
rattway has been construeted, and Minis-
{ers should be the fivst to exercise that ean-
tion in recommending any railway pro-
position to the Hemse. T Inok on thiy
question from the point of view of Taw-
lers. That is the centre to he served:
those are the eonsumers of foad stnfis,
the users of marhinery and other mining
requisites which will have to he ecarvied
over the railway. And it seems to me
that the ruestion io he decided is as to
which route iz going to supply them with
those necessities at the cheapest pnssihle
rate. T'nder those cirenmstances T eowm-
mend the modesty of the memher forr ME.
Magnet, who., while heing  desirous of
affirming fhat Tawlers shonld he ziven
Tailway ecommunieation leaves if. vot o
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hon, members who are tuaequainted wilh
the claimz of either aliernative reute, but
rather to he decided by responsible offi-
cers who van view Lhe nquestion from the
varis aspects which have to bhe taken
into consideration. The debate we have
had iz an added argument in favour of
what has been advanced by hon. members,
what T myselt have advoeated in regard io
previous prapositions. numely, that hefore
wo are asked to pledge onrselves fo any
particilar roule we should he placed in
the possessiun, not of mere generalities,
noi of vague anticipations that possibly
this or that tield may blossom oul inte
prosperity, that some copper lode. fo-
day undeveloped, is going to produce a
large amount of copper in the future, uor
that some other cenlre is going to be emn-
verfed from an abandored fleld intp one
of husy life. These are not the faels,
this is not the evidenee on whieh hor.
wemhers should he asked to give a de-
eision. Let us have a report from those
who are not interested in urging parochial
claims, hut who approach the question
from an impartial standpoint.

Mr. Seaddan: Where are vou
them?

Mr. BATH: We have the officers of
the Crown.

My, Taylor:  The wember for Mouni
Magnet refused to take the report of the
Stale Mining Fngineer.

Mr, BATH: The Siate Mining Engiun-
cer looks al il from only ecne point of
view, There is the question of the rost
of malerial, the question of advantage of
ane rouie over another. These are nnt
to he determined hy the State Mining En-
mincor: they are for an officer versed in
railwny constrnetion.  Then there is the
question af a report of an officer who has
experience in togard to freights, in rexard
to traffic.  That, T snbmit, is {he only in-
formation of value fo hon. members. We
have had repeatedly in the House. rail-
way propositions that to-day are running
us into a loss of €11.000; railways that
have licen urged with airy siatements. with
so-called nptimism,

tn et

The Premier: If you had depended on
the oflicer™s report you wonld never have
had the Nenseman railwax built to-day,
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Mr. BATH: That is wrong. The re-
port of the officers of the departmrent on
the railway proposition was frst on the
position of the field as it stond at that
lime, ‘

The Premier: They snbmitfed an esti-
mate which has been donbled.

Mr. BATIT: Bu! they went further,
and gave informabion as fo what it was
likely to he with rvailway commnnieation;
and T say that that report was favour-
able and not that it was of sueh a nature
that if it had been acied wpon the line
wonld never have heen huiit.

The Premier: Tle aetual receipts are
double the amount of the receipts esti-
mated by the officers who prepared Ihe
report.

Myv. BATRH : All {he mwore fo the eredit
of those who submitied ihe report. If
it hias proved even better than their re-
port led us to expeel it is fo the greater
advanlage of the State, bur it is in no
sense an argument that their veporl was
against the consiruetion of the line. As
a maiter of faet we were prepared 1o con-
stroet the railway on that report.

The Premier: Who was?

Mr. BATIL: The Government of which
I was a member.

The Premier: There was nothing but
reports for six years. and vou did no-
thing,

Mr. BATH: At thai time the proposi-
ton was seoated by members supporting
the Ministery, bui who atterwards twrned
round and supported ihe proposition.

The Premier: Nothing ot the kind.:

Mr, BATH: 1 say it was so.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Hon.
member mmst not disenss the Norseman
railway.

Mr. BATH: But the Premier——

The DEPTTY SPRAKER: The Pre-
wier must not discuss it either.

Mr. BATH: Fhe Prender
ally  interjecting; how. then, c¢an 'nne
avoid discussing it?  What | wish ta
say 1= that on any railway propositien
we have had we have been sapplied with
the seantiest of information. We have
heen asked to take it on trust, and we
bhave afterwards had the admission nof
those who supported i thai a mistake

s eontinn-
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had Dbeen made. These are costly miz~
lakes. and we want the information he-
fore we are involved in the expendilure.
That iz why T say the House, while ib
may consider il advisable—and 1 helieve
it is—to recommend or give Favourable
consideration to the proposilion for rail-
wayv communicalion for Lawlers. should
leave the ronie {o he defermined afler
mature considerantion, and after more ac-
enrate information has heen furnished,
and more concrete facts adduced, in fav-
oni of one route or the other.

My, TROY: With the pemuiission of
the Hquse T would like to alter my amend-
ment to read, “That the words ‘from leo-
nora’ he struek oul” instead of “all the
words after Lawlers.”

Leave given; amendment accordingly
amended.

On motion hy Mr. Neenan, debate ad-
journed.

House adjewrned af 10,11 pom.
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